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NEXT RUSTIC REUNION -- 2009 IN WASHINGTON DC. At our recent reunion, the membership overwhelnaigeeed that our
2009 reuniorocale should have a change of venue from our nidflnaida Emerald Coast. Besides, everyone love#aand the DC
area has lots to offefom CappsandDoug Aitken have
agreed to spearhead the planning effort. Other dtiaren
members includelon Safely, Deke Decabooter, Ron Dan-}
deneay Lendy Edwards, Jim Nuber, and Claude
Newland.

If you have any suggestions for the reunion conamijtor live
inthe DC area...abouta &
dozen Rustics do...and wo "
like to help with this effort,
please contactom Capps
at: tomcapps@nc.rr.comr
Doug Aitken at: dait-
ken@nc.rr.com

2008 MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE CONTINUES:
2008 dues are now due. A
2008 Membership Renewal Form is at the end ofrthigsletter. Don't delgyit's your membership
that sustains the association and makes it podsibles to keep in touch with one another. The Asso
ciation currently has 51 Lifetime and 46 Annual niens. Our newest life time membelLznny

Trapp.
| #

RUSTIC HEALTH REPORTS & WINGMAN SUPPORT (Doc Thomas): Ray Strattoninformed
$% && (( # Claude Newlandon 31 Oct thafan Stratton had a mild heart attack about 4 months ago. Stieiig
; - OK now. They were unable to attend this year’s i@ynas planned, due to Jan coming down with a

** * rash.

Lendy Edwards had robotic prostrate surgery Tues, 13 Nov, in Bigham, AL. He is now home and

$ doing well. The pathology report said all margifishe prostate, the removed lymph nodes and seminal
vesicles were clear of cancer. The cancer seeoned tonfined to the prostate capsule. Future PSA
0" 10 testing will determine if we have a complete ci8e.far, so good!
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RUSTIC LEADERSHIP SET FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS. All of the association’s officers agreed to seraether term of office
(and were re-elected.) Three new directors wereted:Jim Seibold, Doc Robert ThomasandRichard Wood. Our thanks for a “job
well done” go to our outgoing Director®oug Aitken, Ron Dandeneau, and Mike Wilson.
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L-R: Claude Newland-President, Dick Wood-Director,Jim Seibold-Director, Jim Gabel-Historian, Roger Hanann-
Secretary, Don Ellis—Treasurer. Not pictured: JackThompson—Vice President and Doc Thomas— Director.

ROSTER/PERSONNEL UPDATES:

Bob Clifford robcliff@mail.dk Dave Dekoker 727-319-3714

Roland Deshaies DeshaiesRoland@aol.com Don Echelberger 702-449-9844

Jim Hetherington ngtfire @clearwire.net Shad Kimbell 417-725-1730

Dave Hull 269 323-2669 (new area codelpvhull@sbcglobal.net Jess Jessup Robert.Jessup@fultoncountyga.gov
Jack Koppin colkopsl@verizon.net George Larson GORLN45@aol.com

Jim Seibold New Zip 85298 Jim Nuber 929-776-0835

Frank Sovich 660-429-1376 Ray Stratton rstattol @embargmail.com
Lanny Trapp lanny.trapp@gmail.com Dave Van Dyke 913-897-5072

Bill Leydorf 108 Kawatuska Way, Loudon, TN 37774, (865) 2834) bleydorf@charter.net

John Charlton 86 Waterwood, Huntsville, TX 7732@hn@outonthedeck.net

2007 REUNION REPORT. Another great Rustic Reunion is now history.e©80+ Rustics, family and friends were in atterogan
There were many memorable events and activitigs aswisual, it was the people who made the weekesgecial.

Col Lieou Oum andLtc Kohn Om were again our honored guests. Both are doing @ellOum says he is starting to slow down just a
bit but he doesn’t let that stop him from traveliktg recently made a return trip to Cambodia ao# tm overland trip from Papa Papa to
Kompong Thom. He said you would not believe theliquaf roads now. There is a nice 2 lane pavedireathe trip is possible in just a
few hours. Asked if he might ever return to livermpanently in Cambodia, he replied., “I don’t thisd.”

We were also honored to mdézdug Norman’s sister,Barbara Dahlberg and her husband@/ayne and Doug’s daughteKirsten Nor-
man. For years we had been trying to find Doug’s kikfeith no success. Approximately six months befibre reunion, Kirsten actually
“found” us through the Rustic website. After a chpkchange of emails, the family decided they HADneet the Rustics...and as they
say...the rest is history. We had a delightful weeketth them. It turns out Doug had quite an extemsiigh level career with the CIA
following his tour in the Air Force. But his famiknew very little about his job as a Rustic intetpr, so they were eager to learn more
about the Rustic mission and hear from those whesvkdoug personally. During the Saturday bangeeger Hamannelegantly re-
counted the long search effort to find Doug’s famile andKent Allison, a former AF stateside roomie of Doug’s, then enésd Bar-
bara and Kristen each a copy of the Rustic’s oaigielf published book, “The Rustics — A Top SeévietWar in Cambodia.”

Traveling the greatest distance to the reunion \{getesideDick Wood from Bellingham, WA and (internationa@ob & Dorte Clif-
ford from Denmark antiank & Annie Keesefrom Belgium.
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The reunion’s unofficial activities kicked off Weelsday evening, 17 Oct, with a Welcome Party aliland’s house for the approxi-
mately 20-25 Rustics and their wives who were i@ day early.

Official activities began on Thursday when the Rulibotch opened at 12 noon. Then the rains camel. came...and came. Oh, yes,
and did we mention that there was a “Red Tide”...Wwhiauses scratchy throats? Despite a steady délagkasted all afternoon and
through the night, the Rustics partied till the weers. Old friends were greeted with bear hugsewsivere kissed, guests were intro-
duced, and new friendships formed. Shady Gradyeadtie evening meal, the beer and drink tubs weeeflowing, the “official wel-
come” and announcements made, and old and newstoere recounted as though they happened onlgrglest..ah, ‘twas great to be
young again for a few hours. It's clearly appaithiat our exuberance for the days of our youth Aeceicitement of our Rustic exploits
have not abated.

Lunch Box Larson made a surprise plaque presentatio8laude Newland.George anClaudehad flown a mission which included
another Rustic FAoug Hellwig, Rustic 14, (w/Jerry Dufresne, Rusti¢l”, in RCP), controlling Claude for an air strike--FAC ex-
pending FAC. After Claude fired all his rockets,dgreceeded to strafe till...one by one...each gun jachfiemember that sound?
pop, pop, poppop,silence!) Upon returning to Bien Hoa, George, hargund and collected a shell that had been jamm#éteicham-
ber of one of the guns. After all these years,dubthe 7.62 mm shell mounted on a plagque whichagoed the names of the aircrews
involved...along with the following inscriptiofiAll
guns jammed. This was taken from one jammed g
Claude had a heavy trigger finger. Old memories a
great.”

Doc Thomasunfortunately could not attend this yea|
reunion due to the pending birth of a grandchildh=i |
was with us in spirit as he sent a box of Cubaarsig |
for Hank Keeseand any others who would uphold h],
long standing tradition of late, late night pooésicbn- |
versations with drinks and cigars on our first nitgh
gether. (Doc, the consummate smuggler as evdis-iffE
not guns, its cigars--some guys just have the kpacK
Hank, Nubes, a few others, and yes, Annie, kept thf =
tradition alive. Initially they lit up in the hodighey, it
was raining cats and dogs outside) but as the fwsmj,
gan to fill with wafting cigar smoke they were giacs

enough to repair outside under the rain drippingsesf Marine OV-10D 155472
the hootch. Doc, they would have made you proud.

Sunny skies returned on Friday as we took an glictharter bus trip to the world class PensacolaaNAir Museum. A 45 minute

guided tour was followed by lunch at the museuralmdus Cubi Bar Café...what a bar. The entire balydircg hundreds of naval fly-
ing unit plaques and ship cruise memorabilia, Waserd in its entirety to the museum when Cubi Pdhi|ippines closed. The after-
noon was spent at leisure touring the museum, gal
in one of the several available | Max movies ad f
ing aircraft simulators. The tour ended with a gudid
bus tour of the museum’s nearby open ramp whic
houses a number of aircraft awaiting restoration.,
including an OV-10.

Prior to leaving the museum, it was announced th
Ltc Om would not be returning to Ft Walton Beac!
with us. It turns out Om had a nephew and severg
other Cambodian friends from Mobile, AL who ca
to pick him up and take him home for the night...
small world. You should have seen the grin on O
face as he walked to the awaiting car with hisnfilie

Friday evening everyone gathered for a casual di
at the Crab Trap restaurant on the Boardwalk nex|
door to the Ramada Hotel. Due to the Red Tide,
chose to eat indoors and a special semi-private al
was made available to ualalt Friedhofen, who had
arrived belatedly at the reunion, wasn't feeling to
chipper, but he put forth a max effort to join hisds
for dinner and many took the opportunity to visitl
him. Wally, you've got a jewel in that Sharo($ee
Letters to the Rustics.)

Back Seaters L-R: Front: Hamann, Garand, and Dandneau
Rear: Larson, LTC Om, Morneau, Col Oum, Gestasand Friedhofen




L-R Front: Seibold, Gable, Aitken, Barazzotto, Edvards, Newland, Freix, Keese and R. Dodd. StandingWood, Clifford,
W. Dodd, Kimbell, Om, Koeppel, Col Oum, Capps, Lesr, Ellis, Nuber, Wilson, and Van Dyke.

During the course of the dinner, several Rustidg@talking about Bill Sleigh’s recently publishetemoir book, and made a pact
to begin writing their personal memoirs. The intisniot necessarily to get published but to proadestory for their families, kids
and grandkids. Some plan to write about their \datrexperiences, others plan to be more autobiog@pfhey agreed to share
ideas and have a “draft” ready for the 2009 reunibyou’d like to join this group, conta€laude Newlandat: rusticl9@cox.net.
Bob Clifford let the cat out of the bag and said he has beekingpon his memoirs for his family for some time.

Saturday was filled with free time and optionalties. The truly hearty got up at the crack ofwtafor golf which was organized
by Doug Aitken & Lendy Edwards or go fishing from the Destin harbdZlaude Newlandled a group, which includeBarbara
Dahlberg andKirsten Norman, on a tour of the Hurlburt Air Park to view the EAMemorial, FAC aircraft, and other memorials.
The FAC site is really in great shape; the airdnafte all been newly painted and look spiffypl Oum andLtc Om made a shelf
check at the BX and uniform sales store to obtauesal needed items.

The Reunion Business meeting was held Saturdasnafte...we still had plenty of beer, so all went sthto The Rustic Board
was elected an@laude Newland,by popular demand and some arm twisting, agreedntinue as president of the Association.
The association is in great financial shape. Adtampleting our business, and determining the lofmleur next reunion, we ad-
journed to prepare for the evening banqqéfter the reunion, the reunion fund balance $453.99 (of which $430.81 was carried
over from the 2005 reunion and $23.18 from thig'ge@union. This money will be carried forward 2009.

Doug Aitken presided over another festive Rustic banquet atemaf ceremonies...what a smoothie! Now we see hehig get-
ting involved in North Carolina politics, of sortdhe likes to stay involved and is a man of manynizsle

Roger DoddandThe Flyers provided entertainment for the happy hour whila Seibold, as usual, took pictures of all attendees.
After group pictures, the Rustics settled in fonast delightful evening. The banquet began withRlezlge of Allegiance, followed
by the introduction of our many guests and formestit Commanders. We were especially honored to@gledge the presence of
our Cambodian guest§pl Oum and Ltc Om, Nancy Sleigh,her family members, and the family member®otig Norman,
Doug’s AF friend Kent Allison, andRon Dandeneau’sson, TSgt Joseph Dandeneauwyho had just returned to Hurlburt from a
tour of duty in Balad, Iraggrolongedstanding ovation.

A first for this year’s banquet was the additioracgingle, small, POW/MIA table set aside by itsgth an empty chairRoger Ha-
mann solemnly explained the symbolism of the table #ireditems on it...a stirring moment as we were remihdf the sacrifice
others have made and our duty to never forsake,thatiio ...Remember.
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As is our custom, the master of ceremonies theah tliemnames of our Rustics Departed. K&arret Eddy, Michael Vrablick ,
andJoseph Gambino;those who have taken their final flight Westrry Auth, Bob Berry, Rocky Brown, Stanley Chang,Don
Hagle, Malcom Life, Clint Murphy, Doug Norman, Rick Scaling, Don Shinafelt, Hins Sigrist andBob Virtue and those that
have taken their final flight since our last reuniBill Sleigh, Chris Polk, Arnie Simms, Sy GaskillandRae Crumpler.

With all standing and water classes lifted hiBloger Hamann madethe following toast:

“To our POWSs and MIAs and all our Rustic brothers who have made their fini
flights to that ultimate assignment. May their pirit and pride live on with us all.”

Following the invocation bjRon Dan-
deneau,a delicious Destin Seafood
buffet was served. After a shafter-
dinner break, the formal program bed
with an awards ceremony to present
Dick Roberds with the award of the
Silver Star for a combat FAC mission
flown in SEA.Jack Koppin, Dick’s
number 2 in Command of the Night
Rustics read the citation whildim
Lester, the Rustic’s first commander,
was honored to do the pinning.

Here again, is another example of th{
selfless efforts ddbon Mercerwhose

efforts in researching and resubmitti
this award on Dick’s behalf made this
ceremony possiblewell done Don!

Another highlight of the evening oc-
curred whenlim Gabel, representing
the three Rustics who helped get Bill
Sleigh’s bookpublished(Don Mercer, . 3
Nancy Sleighwith a copy of Bill's
book signed by the three of them. Nancy was mgstemiative of their efforts and thanked them far beautiful legacy book which
they produced for Bill's family [and the FAC commityn] (See Letters to the Rustics.)

‘Seemsbooks were the popular order of the dayRager HamannandKent Allison then presented a copy of the original Rustics
self published book to ead&arbara Dahlberg andKristen Norman. Barbara responded with a heartfelt message okghand
appreciation to the Rustics.

The evening program concluded witled “Crash” Helm andJim Seibold being given special recognition for their worksimpport
of the Association. After 3 years of laborious efféNedhasproduced a Rustic SEA Photo DVD which contains saouls of SEA
photos from 40+ individual Rustic photo albums...géiob! Unfortunately, Ned could not be at thisngeeunion, so a plaque of
appreciation has been forwarded to hiiim Seiboldwas also recognized for his tireless work in sgg\as the Association’s reun-
ion photographer. In 2005 the Association presehiedwith a plaque of appreciation, but becausehBcontinually refused re-
imbursement for his expenses, the association dédidvas time to stop taking ‘no” for an answed amailed him a check...this
way he can't refuse.

The final order of business was the introductiothef Officers and Directors for the next 2 yeard announcing that our next reun-
ion will be in 2009 in Washington DC. ‘Start makipans now to attend. We hope to see you all there

2007 REUNION ATTENDEES: Doug & Carol Aitken, Kent & Kathy Allison (friends of Doug Norman), Zot & Carole
Barazzotto, Tom Capps, Bob & Dorte Clifford, Barbara & Wayne Dahlberg (sister of Doug Norman), Ron & Rsemary Gil
Dandeneau, Bill & Jan Decabooter, Roger & Linda Ddd, Don Echelberger, Lendy & Sue Edwards, Don & Helne Ellis,
Greg & Barb Freix, Walt & Sharon Freidhofen, Jim & Sally Gabel, Ron Gamache & son Jonathan, Joe Garandean
Claude Gestas, Roger & Joan Hamann, Hank & Annie Kese, Shad & Carol Kimball, Ron & Shirley Koeppel, ®erry Koep-
pel & friend Kristen Braun, Jack & Georgie Koppin, George & Muncha Larson, Jim & Barbara Lester, Marcel & Denise
Morneau, Claude & Tona Newland, Kirsten Norman(daughter oDoug Norman) & friend, Lia Franks, Jim Nuber, Ltc Col
Kohn Om, Col Lieou Oum, Dick & Marcy Roberds, Jim & Diane Seibold, Nancy Sleigh & friend Marcia Seibdr Mike &
“B” Thrower & guest, Hazel Wright, Dave & Susan Van DykeMike & Sherry Wilson, and Dick Wood
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Non-Rustic Guests at the Banquet includefigt Joe Dandeneayfson of Ron and Rosemaryike & Gail Mulligan, Robert
Sleigh & Kristy Kopf (relatives ofNancy Sleigh), Rich Kopf. andBill & Gloria Hartley ( members of “Flyers” Band)

SHORT BURSTS:

1) Rocky Brown. The
Association has submitteg
Rocky Brown’s name to
Randy Robertsto be

painted on OV-10 # 675,
which is being restored atf
the Hill AFB museum, as
Crew Chief in honor of
Rocky's service to the 23
TASS. HistorianJim
Gabelis coordinating this
effort. Upon receiving the
Rustic’'s recommendation
Randy Robert’s reply was
“consider it done.”

2) Welcome Home Event
Will Embrace Vietnam
Veterans and All Who
Serve.2008 marks 35
years since America's wit
drawal from ViethamTo
acknowledge that bitter-
sweet anniversary - and tg
honor America's Gls, past
present and future, Three
northern Indiana towns,
Auburn, Angola and Fort
Wayne, are joining with a
Indiana Foundation and an

Ohio-based non-profit to throw a huge celebrationdring Vietnam veterans and all who serve. Thelthational Operation Wel-
come Home will be held in northern Indiana, Jul§,22008. The first two national Operation Welconané’s were held in Las
Vegas (2006) and California (2007.)

L-R: Mike Thrower, Kohn Om, Jack Koppin, Col Oum and Dick Roberds

3) OV-10 Bronco Association announces new name for Melam Field airport complex.11 Nov 07. The OV-10 Bronco Asso-
ciation announced that it will be doing businesd aperating under the narkert Worth Veterans Memorial Air Park. The air
park will include the aircraft as well as the Ford/&ir Controllers Museum and the Bronco Ready Rodrhere is no change struc-
tural change to the Bronco Association other thaerating the conglomerate of the air park, musendraady room under the
name of the Veteran's Memorial Air Park. The bdzatieves the name change will better reflect whatag separate organiza-
tions, are trying to accomplish in the way of edimaand outreach as well as have a better nanogyné@n to the public.

4) Fiji Anyone? Jim and Diane Seiboldslipped away for trip to Fiji in mid Nov. Boy, tke airline bennies come in handy!
HISTORIAN REPORT (Gabel): I received the final shipment @flint Murphy's memorabilia fronEmile [Brunnelle] on 31

Aug. This shipment consisted of ten audio casseftes. From the legends, four of the 11 are apfgref missions and the other
seven are of interviews witdewland, Dufresne, LarsonandVaillancourt - vintage early 1971.

1) Rustic Archives. At the reunion | received the following items frahe RFA to be placed in the Rustic Archives:

Book. “Vietham and Cambodia Recalled” Bijl Sleigh

Book “Call Sign Rustic” byick Wood (referred to as our ‘Red” book)

Book “The Rustics—A Top Secret Air War in Cambdd{aeferred to as our ‘Black” Book)
CD “The Rustics—A Top Secret Air War in Cambodia”

Correspondence Book -- House of Hope and KPC Owgudie (prepared Hyendy Edwards.)
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2) Doug Norman's Photo Albums. | also accepted on loan frairsten Norman four of Doug Norman's photo albums. | will
scan all the photos and provide them to the “Ru&H& Photo Album” committee as soon as possitdeckepted these albums with
the promise to securely mail them to Doug Normerosher (she has the most permanent address) agsd@m done with them.

3) OV-10 # 639 History of Flight.On 9 Sep, | providebBarrel Whitcomb with the final input of flights by Rustics in OVO}#

639. We had 17 individuals with flights that covfeom 12/24/1969 to 7/25/1991. Darrel has sine®iporated this material into a
narrative, which he provided to Claude. Claude jglesdt comments and sent copies to Beyg Aitken andLendy Edwards for
review. | will provide my comments to Darrel shgrtl

4) OV-10 #675 History of Flight On 18 Sep, | sefandy Robertsthe collected information on Rustics who flew iW-Q0 #675.
Only two Ubon Rustics reported flying her. [If yo&'a Johnny-come-lately but flew this bird, let hesar from you.]

WEBSITE UPDATES (Edwards) The following updates/additions have been madbaedustic website:

1) Rustic Locator Map Link. A link was added to the “Locator” and “Interestihink” pages that will take you to the “Worldwide
Rustic Locator Map.” The map shows where each Rlisgs; a great aid if you're planning a road @ipd want to look up or free-
load off your buddies along the way. If you haveatitied yourself to the map, please do so. See lsig® for instructions.

2) Two New Items Added to the Rustic Storeavailable on the Rustic websitgrice includes shipping and handling):

A) “Vietnam Songs and Missions CD.” Bym Seibold. Rustic 13", Cost: $12
B) “Vietnam and Cambodia Recalled” Bjll Sleigh, Rash 36, Rustic 12, 217 pages, hardback. Co4t: $3

SEA PHOTO DVD PROJECT—ENTERING PHASE TWO. Can youbelieve it?The SEA photos from forty (40) Rustic photo
album collections are now all on one DVD. Yep, gh@NE of the Rustic SEA Photo Gallery Project isvmomplete....well, sort
of...if you have still photos that you have not yenistoNed Helm, you can still do so. We are still accepting pkbto

Ned provided a completed DVD tendy Edwards in time for the Oct 07 reunion. Each individualdiic photo album collection
is located in its own folder on the DVD. Phase T\M@lves getting each person who submitted phatadentify their photos
(who, what, when, where, etc.) and provide thisimfation to a newly formed “Rustic SEA Photo Albuogmmittee that will con-
tinue to work this project to its completion Tleismmittee will work much like our previous book canittees to determine DVD
layout, chapters, etc.

Lendy Edwards andJim Seibold have agreed to chair the Phase Two efforts bytd¢bald us some extra help. Contact Jim or
Lendy if you'd like help with this effort to preser our Rustic photo legacy. Most of the work widl Bone via computer communi-
cation so it can be done at hame

The number, breath, quality and historical valug/ofir photos are amazing. We've gotta do this!tlgouse induced cramps just
going through the DVD .Great Stuff!

KOMPONG CHAM CHARITIES AND OPHANAGE RE-
PORT (Edwards):

1) Funds Delivered Thanks to all who have contributed to our
Cambodian Charity Funds. As a result of your damatihe RFA
sent the following Cambodian Charity Funds withm Cappsto
be personally delivered @anny Colombarain Cambodia in Nov

Sunrise Ministries $2,519
Kompong Cham Orphanage 720
Total of check $3,239

2) Sunrise Report.Here's the latest correspondence frbanny
Colombara, our POC for Kompong Cham charities. Mon, Octol
29, 2007, Subject: Donation to Sunrise,

DearTom [Capps] andLendy [Edwards],

| wanted to follow up Tom's recent phone call wirere stated
Rustics' intention to donate funds to ICKCC. Torkesme to pre-
pare a short proposal regarding how we might spleese funds.

it 4

Danny Colombara with his children
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The funds designated for the orphanage will be asedttiey have been in the past: to provide scha@dmnns, school supplies and
other educational equipment for the children whe there. In the past we purchased all of thefeedbeginning of the school year
(October) but this year we will likely also visitignschool year to replenish school supplies ané gaw school uniforms for those
who have grown. There are four other categoriesvfich we would like to use Rustic's gift:

1) To assist in the support of poor children wheehkost both of their parents but who are livinghweéxtended family members
such as grandparents.

2) To assist poor but studious students that ouc#&tibn Coordinator meets when teaching in theip@ghools.

3) To help poor children in general who are in negflinds to study

4) To pay for medical treatment and vaccines faldobn in prisons as needed.

These funds will be held on the side as used dlasneeded" basis in the same way that the emerdend for your previous was
used and accounted for.

Of course we are flexible and would welcome youuinf you had another way you would like us to tieese funds.
Warmly, Danny Colombara

From Daranee Hong,Sunrise Project DirectoKompong Cham,

As you undoubtedly know, Sunrise’s fiscal year eh8eptember 30, 2007. In revie
ing the ministry of the past year, | have been @&damwt only by God’s work here in
Kompong Cham, but by his work in the hearts of sufgrs such as yourself and the
other members of Rustics. | am humbled by the reddur global God.

of our many clients that you've impacted, thank.you

Please feel free to contact me at anytime if yotelguestions about our ministry.
Warmly, Daranee Hong,Project Director

P.S. We look forward to hosting [Rustic®m CappsandRon Gamachein late Octo
ber [07].

We hope to include a complete report from Tom aonl ¢t their recent trip to cambd ™ e
dia in our Mar 08 newsletter. Daranee (dah rah NEE)

DON MERCER’S BOOK UPDATE (Mercer.) My book is about 75% done and I'm in the finahtor home.Jim Beaubien

the only non-Rustic whom | have represented as S&lwwith the AFBCMR, has been working with me fome five months on the
primary editing. We fax pages back and forth seMe&mes each weekWayne Baker - "Stump" - one of my buddies in the Night
Rustics, and a room mate from VMI and fellow Airé® pilot Wayne Keese€C-130s), who has published an excellent novel,
Extreme Prejudiceare also contributing to reviews of each chapter.

About 90% of the book is written with some chap&sdinished manuscript and some in various stafjediting. I've also worked
with a commercial graphic artist to design the eavkich is just about completed...

When you get to the point of needing some infolengublishing process for memoirs, I'll be happg¢oommodate in any way that
| can. |think the goal and commitment by sev&astics of writing their memoirs will add immensétyour overall history. My
work with Xlibris on my first book and Bill Sleighbook was about as seamless and painless ashinblesan be, | think.

| suggest that anyone interested in publishingadtltake a look at the Xlibris web siteyw.xlibris.com Another publishing com-
pany, Trafford, was used by a Covey friend (al&r@ther Rat from VMI) Paul Curs, who worked with several other Coveys in
publishing their bookPoint of the Spear - Covey Forward Air Controll@nsVietnam

| do hope that those who purchased copies of Bitlsk like the finished product.
Don, we look forward to your book with anticipatid?iease let us know when the Rustics can placemters.

OFFER TO HELP LOCATE “MISSING” RUSTICS, Kirsten Nor man, 11/14/07.Gentlemen, | have been thinking a lot lately
about the effort that was put into finding my fathend sub sequentially myself, and thinking atelubf your brothers that are still
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unaccounted for. | knoMr. [Kent] Allison paid some kind of investigator to find my famidnd although | don't know what he paid
him, | realized that this is exactly what | do #oliving, to some aspect, and could probably bgreat help if you wanted to locate your
lost brothers. | would have to run it by my supsovs, but | thought | would speak to you beforeehito them to see what you thought.

| would be willing to do the work for free in my omtime, but the cost of database research, whpbaify isn't all that much, would
have to be reimbursed. | remember Rog saying heteasiocial security numbers of some (maybe afly@men. With that and/or the
names and date of birth, | am positive | can locadst, if not all of your comradeb my field, | am required to locate targets aregu-
lar basis, usually with simply a city and name. fimbraggart, but | am quite successful at this.t@snfer amongst yourselves and let
me know what you think...this will allow me the charto give something back to you.  Thanks forgténg, Kirsten Norman

Which one of your Rustic buds have we never loat&&nd names and any helpful information suchHSi¢sShirth dates or last known
addresses, t@on Ellis at: donellis@sc.rr.com.The Board has authorized$&0begin the search process in early D8n Ellis Dick
Roberds, Roger HamanandLendy Edwardsare developing a revisdi$t of “missing” to pass along to Kirsten

GIVE A CHRISTMAS PRESENT TO YOURSELF--SAVE A TWEET (Jim Bloomberg, jIbloomberg@aim.com) Gentlemenye
needyour help.The OBA/FACM hadocated a T-37 Tweet [ for the airpark and needs to raise $2000 by Feto @&ke full
ownership. $600 has been raised so far. Timetiseoéssence. On your check memo line, please {@#ee-A-Tweet.” and mail your
tax deductible contribution to: OV-10 Bronco Assion, Attn: Tom Kemp, 505 NW 38th Street Suite&S3&ort Worth, TX 76133

Rumor has it that all T-37s being sent to D-M, Ana, are earmarked to be shredded, yes shreddid, eitical that we act now to
save this bird. We would love to get an A-37, thaty are hard to come by. Since the Tweet is nedudaar to most AF pilot’s hearts,
so she will be a most welcome addition to our grmpstable of aircraft. But, we need to act fashtke this happen!

Once again, thanks for allowing me to be a pathefFACNET. | look forward to gathering your inpdbr our VMAP. Cheers! Jim
Bloomberg (Imagine, buying a jet for only $2,000. Let's d9 it

ANNOUNCEMENTS/CALENDAR :

1) All FAC Reunion in Australia. 23-28 April 08, Canberra, Australia. All U.S. FAQwited to participate.

2) National “Operation Welcome Home” 2-6 July, 2008, Auburn, IN (to honor all VietmaVeterans)

3) 2008 All FAC Reunion.1-50ct 2008, Colorado Springs, CO. AF/Navy Footbathgad Oct.

4) 2009 Rustic FAC ReunionDates TBD, 2009, Washington DC,

LETTERS TO THE RUSTICS.

FromNancy Sleigh [Ref: Bill Sleigh’s Memoir book],

I love the front and back covers. Also, like #ize of the printing and overall layout. All il,d am very happy with how the book
came together. If it were not for you three genta's hard work this book would not be in existerB#l wanted his memoirs in print
as an inheritance to his family. He was discoulldgepublishers he approached about printing higkb&o, this is more than he would
have ever expected to have for his legacy.

Thank you again]im [Gabel], Don [Mercer] andDoug [Aitken] for all your hard workNancy

From Dick Roberds, CINC Night Rustics

Claude, Lendy and Doug,

Marcy and | arrived safely home yesterday everangl, | have been thinking all day today about yoysglYou sure did a great job in
organizing and leading the 2007 Rustic reunionyandare to be congratulated.

The whole affair was well organized, went very sthbg and was a most enjoyable time. | thoughtfevhile that the rain was going
to ruin it for us, but it did not. Everything rameothly, and the activities were just plain enjdgalb also enjoyed being with you three
again, as well as all the other attendees. Whagat group of guys.

I'm going to do my best to light some fire unde thlight Rustics" to begin attending the parentiren, but I'm afraid I'll not have
much success for the '09 reunion in Washingtort I'Btry.

Best wishes to the three of you, and thanks faeatgveekend Dick, Rustic 21

At the reunion business meeting we learned thabibérustics are planning a 0-2 Night Rustic reariim08 in DC. In a telephone call
to Frank Sovich he indicated they would be happy to share infdionathat might assist us in our planning for tH@92 RFA reunion.
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From Jim Gabel, 6 Nov /07

Gentlemen-I am currently in Wallis, TX awaiting thieth of my daughter's baby girl any day now.

The rest of the trip to FL, after the reunion, wascessful. We bought my son a house in North Far{closes 16 Nov). The mar-
ket is good for buyers, once you weed out all tredlosures and short sales. The house was otiglisaéd for $205K, but had
been dropped twice to $160K. We offered $145K, etipg to haggle a bit. But, they accepted the offthout countering.

| expect to be back home NLT 14 Nov, and will pae/imy reports and inputs shortly after that. Céiedim

Jim Gabel, 11/10/07. Our new granddaughtigiorgan Rian Englebrecht was born at 1342 CST on 9 Nov 2007. She weighed 6
Ibs 15 oz and was 20 1/4 in. She has long curlgdlmair and blue eyes. She and her mother, KaHa,was at the Rustic San An-
tonio Reunion, are now at home doing great. My imiskere is now complete and | head for home orsdag. Cheers, Jim

From Doc Thomas, 11/7/07

Congratulationdim Gabel- in advance. 1 just now learned the feeling adfent to R.1. to see Dillon, who is the son of sgn
from the first marriage. Gayle went with me and hdine time with them — she talks to my son anittiernet all the time. Dillon
is doing well, happy, and easy. He’'s the reasahlthouldn’t make the schedule to go to the remnio

From Walt Friedhofen,

Claude, | want my fellow Rustics to know that | wasrwhelmed by the outpouring of concern and sttgdpeceived concerning
my state of health at the last reunion. | knowfthedings were genuine because even Rustics withmwiHrad barely spoken over
these past years sat down at my table and visitédme.

I’'m cautiously happy to report that my medical ss@are being addressed and I'm back to my old a&eiéast temporarily. But the
important result about that weekend is that it toméd something I've known for nearly four decadesstics was not just a fleet-
ing unit that flew combat missions in SEA. Rustiere, and is, a family and always has been. Marnketlose bonds that were
forged in the early ‘70s endure today. Thank GodHe Rustics, Walt Friedhofen

From Bill Leydorf,

Claude, my new address is 108 Kawatuska Way, LoutiNr37774
We've have "right"-sized to a single

floor home in the same developmé
to help with achy knees etc.
‘Arrived home this evening and |
have written the chedkor Bill
SleighBook] and will mail it tomor-|
row, Bill

4 —— lication
il 4 . i  m————y | 0 Openy,
From Don Brooks, sgreRtlny - - ) ' f 3 Octoper

2008

Yark

Hi, Everyone, & - AN | - : ’ ol oo

We had a small, but enthusiastic &
merry, band representing the FAC
Association in the Colorado Veter
ans Day Parade. The weather wa

great; the crowds were large (as |
usual); and we were #51 out of
about 100 units. ‘“Took 32 minutes
for us to finally get on the move
after the parade kicked off at

10. We were right behind a conti

gent of American Legion Riders [§
(lots of Vets from SW Asia). Whe
they all cranked up about 10:30, i

Tom Eigel and Don Brooks, Rustic 02
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had a bit of the feeling of being out on a
flight line again.

Earl SandersandJimmie Butler walked
out front, each carrying a sigif.om Eigel
and | rode in the back of the pickup, drive
by Tom's son Charlie Pocockhad pro-
cured a large banner, and Tom had mourjted
it nicely above the pickup bed to be easily
seen by all. We had a couple more 16x2p
posters on the side of the truck. As you'l
see in the pics, our signs were oriented t(
letting people know about the dedication pf
the 2008 FAC Memorial during the reunign
next October. Our mission was to help gt
some word out about that. While waiting
we were able to give cards to some mem
bers of the Legion and others to tell theml
about the dedication and let them have
something in their hands to establish the
date.

=)

American Legion Riders and Crowd

Attached are a few pics of the
event, including 3 showing our signs/banner. Timers are crowd shots that give some idea of wiaatiing in the Colorado
Springs Veterans Day Parade is like. In additiorecognizing veterans, this event is a lessorairigiism and freedom to the
young people in the area. Many of the little peagitting on the curbs and waving the small Amaeritags are too young to under-
stand what is happening, but they can tell fronir th@rents’ enthusiasm that it's something impadrté®ome of the older children
run out to give use little thank you cards createdarious classes or scout groups, further givivegn a chance to understand more
of what Veterans Day is all about. The paradem@amencourage many units of young people—highaddiands; JROTC; cadets;
others—to participate in the parade. So they coittetheir signs all ready to express gratitud@ioerica’s Veterans.

So all-in-all, it was a good day to be a veterahanstreets of Colorado Springs. I'd have totkay today’s high point came about
a quarter of the way through the parade. A mgppste away for the curb to make sure we could hisar ke yelled to us “I'm
alive because of you guys”"—and we know they ardlwre by the thousands.

our trees may have lost their leaves, but it wakrétto a hurricane!!Don

Also FromDon Brooks,

Claude, we have a very active FAC group here irSghiings Colorado Springs.]Once a month we have a breakfast meeting,
where we tell lies and try to convince each othat tve really could have won the war, if just givieohance.

on't know if you heard about it or not, but there eumors of a group of Vietnamese that are consige revolution against the
present government. It seems they aren't happythét way things are going, and are planning a cénonor of Ho Chi Min, the
group calls themselves the "Hoo Chi's". They hestablished a base of operations near the olddiaSe Chi. So, watch the news
for the latest on the Hoo Chi Cu Chi Coup.

Looking forward to seeing the Rustics here in thariys How was the reunion last monthRon Brooks

From Robert “Jess” Jessup

Dear Claude, thanks for Bill's book. Enclosed ishack for $19.

| hope to retire next fall from my second careethvidulton County Government, so perhaps we’ll harege time to travel as we
plan to “shed” quite a few of our current commitriseerAnd travel is something we plan to do—we sald ltome last fall and have
since been living full-time in an RV. We love tlilestyle and want to do it as long as we are plajisiable.

Water is a very BIG deal up here. We are runninglandscape companies have laid off thousandokevs and there are more
watering restriction coming in the near future. &8 the Lord opens up the heavens—and our Govieetaa prayer rally on the
GA Capitol steps yesterday to implore Him to do swe-will likely face rationing early next year. # just another resource we take

for granted until we begin to run short.

Thanks for the invite and the book. Take care, @dau  SincerelyRobert H. “Jess” JessupRustic 13




2008 Membership Renewal Form

Please renew my Rustic FAC Association membershipif2008. I'd like to stay in touch with my Rustic lhuddies, continue

receiving the Rustic newsletter, and help supportféorts to promote Rustic camaraderie, future reunins and history pro-
jects.

Name: Spouses name:

Street Address:

City: State:  ZIP: Telephone ( ) -
E Mail Address: Rustic Call Sign:

Amount Enclosed
2008 Annual Duesf $20.00 $

Lifetime Membership. My age is”
Age 55 & younger --$ 250 Age 56-60 --$ 225

Age 61-65 --$ 200 Age 66-ter --$ 175 $
Tax Deductible Contribution to Cambodian Charities $
Tax Deductible Contribution to Kompong Cham Orplgma $

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Please make check payable to “Rustics” and mail toDon Ellis, Rustic Treasurer, 26 E. Boyce St.
Manning, SC 29106

Rustic FAC Association
4033 Indian Trail Drive
Destin, FL 32541



