
www.rustic.org     
 
 

President:  Claude Newland, Rustic19@cox.net               Director :   Jim Reese, jimboree@bellsouth.net 
Vice President:  Johnny Drury, Rustic04@aol.com    Director:   Tom Capps, cappstom@gmail.com  
Secretary/Treasurer:  Jim Nuber, jnubes@cableone.net  Director:   Don Mercer, Rustic41@earthlink.net  
Historian:   Jim Gabel, jagabel@aol.com                                          Rustic SEA Photo CD: Ned Helms, rusticfac15@gmail.com 
Website/Database: Lendy Edwards, Rustic20@cox.net         Reunion Photo CD: Jim Seibold, seiboldjim@aol.com   
Search Committee:  Rog Hamann, RusticYankee72@aol.com    Health & Wellness:  Doc Thomas, shialary@msn.com  
                                                                                                                
NEXT RUSTIC REUNION. See you in 2015 in "Cowtown" Ft Worth, Texas for our next reunion! Jack and 
Ann Thompson and Bill and Kathy McAdams are hosting our next get-together. Dates TBA. Be there!        
 
ANNUAL NEWSLETTER. This newsletter is going to ALL Rustics whether you are a member of the associa-
tion or not. Whatever your status, we want to keep you in the loop and stay in contact with you so we hope you 
will notify us if your address or personal information changes.  

By the way, we no longer collect annual dues. A Lifetime Membership now costs just $100. That's a small 
price to pay to stay in touch with all your Rustic buds and hear about what is happening in the FAC community. 
Our newest life members are: Don Echelberger, Bill Leydorf, and Marcel Morneau. That makes a total of 29 
new life members since our 2011 reunion and a total of 84 life members.  

To become a life member send a check payable to "Rustics" to Jim Nuber, Treasurer, 1439 Evening Shade, 
Prescott, AZ 86305-6432.     

     
REUNION DISUM.  Our eighth Rustic reunion is now history and what a memorable one it was! We almost got 
washed down the gully with all the rain during the week but everyone had a grand time. Colorado was experienc-
ing some of the heaviest rains they have seen since the Big Thompson Canyon flood in  1976. Despite the rain the 
schedule went off as planned with only minimal disruption.       

A BIG thanks goes to Johnny and Laura Drury  and the other Colorado Springs Rustics who planned and 
hosted a great reunion! We also want to thank all of you who helped us get Kohn Om to the reunion. He has 
been to every Rustic Reunion and doesn't seem to get a day older. How does he do it? He also told of his first re-
turn visit to Cambodia this past April to conduct a traditional memorial for loved ones lost. He was greeted at the 
airport by over 40 family members and friends. It was a bitter-sweet occasion, a very moving and emotional visit. 
He relayed some of the stories about his family and friends, during and after the war. 

Those in attendance included: Doug & Carol Aitken, "Mac"& Linda Ballard, Don & Ji n Hee Brooks, 
Doug & Kim Caywood, Deke & Jan Decabooter, Johnny & Laura Drury, Roger Dodd & Margaret, Lendy 
& Sue Edwards, Don & Helene Ellis, Greg Freix, Phil & Beth Frischmuth, Jim & Sally Gabel, Don & 
Mary Haller, Hank Keese, Bill & Kathy McAdams, Claude & Tona Newland, Jim Nuber, Kohn Om, Bob 
& Sarah Ryals, Jon & Cathy Safley, Jim  & Diane Seibold, Wayne St. John, Jack & Ann Thompson, Doc 
& Ginger Underwood, Ron & Janette Van Kirk, and Mik e & Sherry Wilson.  Notably, this was the first 
Rustic Reunion for Doug & Kim Caywood.  It was great to see them there! (See Photo Gallery) 
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The reunion kicked off with a pre-party at the Drury's house on Wednesday night and a Welcome Party 
Thursday evening, followed by dinner at a nearby restaurant. Friday started with a bus tour of the city (minus 
the Garden of the Gods which was closed due to the rains), the downtown FAC Memorial, the Air Force 
Academy Visitors Center and grounds, and a buffet lunch at the 
USAFA club. Dinner that night was at Champps American Restau-
rant. Saturday morning golf was a washout so everyone went on a 
great tour of the National Museum of World War II Aviation at Pe-
terson Field. Local FAC Jim Palmer gave us a personal tour. 
Wow, he gave us one of the most succinct summaries of WWII 
Aviation history we've ever heard. In addition we got a behind-the-
scenes look at a number of WWII aircraft that are secretly being 
fully restored to flyable condition. We couldn't even take photos of 
them. The owners want to surprise the nation.          

The weekend culminated with the banquet Saturday night. 
Roger Dodd, the Seiko Watch Tool one-man band, entertained us 
with his keyboard and singing during happy hour (and throughout the weekend at the hooch) and led us in a 

group sing-along of SEA songs after the banquet. The highlight of 
the night was our guest speaker, Lt Col Corey S. Jeffers, com-
mander of 13th ASOS at nearby Fort 
Carson, who regaled us with the his-
tory, tasking, and development of 
the modern-day JTAC ground FACs. 
As former warriors ourselves, we 
appreciate what is being accom-
plished by today's JTACs and Lt 
Col Jeffers' thorough and profes-
sional presentation left us in awe of 
their capabilities and responsibilities. 

You might say we are even a bit jealous of the precision weaponry and technol-
ogy that is now available to them, but thank goodness for that!        

As far as we know we had only one ground abort and one late TOT. Shirley 
Koeppel had planned to attend but couldn't make it. Deke and Jan Decabooter 
arrived in time for the banquet. They had been up in the mountains working at a YMCA camp and had to take 
the long way around to Colorado Springs due to road and bridge washouts. Everybody else got airborne and 
SHACKED the target! As far as we know there were no short rounds, but rumor has it some may have come 
back with a few bullet holes in the sheet metal, but no lasting damage. End of DISUM,  No Foreign, Eyes 
Only.   

 
REUNION BUSINESS MEETING. 

1) Elections. With a unanimous vote your entire Rustic Board was re-elected for another term of office. 
Our thanks go to the each of them for volunteering to "press on."   

2) Financial Report.  Jim Nuber reports the association is in good financial shape with over $25K in the 
bank. and Lendy Edwards, Reunion Treasurer, reports a carryover of $2,751 to our 2015 reunion. 

3) Disposition of Remaining Rustic "Black Books." Now that we have revised our original Rustic book, 
"The Rustics--A Top Secret Air War In Cambodia" the question is, "What should we do with the remaining 14 
outdated original books?" (We have always referred to the original book as our "Black Book" due to its black 
cover.) At the reunion business meeting it was decided to send three copies to our Historian, Jim Gabel,  for 
inclusion in the Rustic Archives. The remaining 11 books are available to any Rustic who would like to buy a 
copy. Cost is $45 which includes shipping. Contact Claude Newland, rustic19@cox.net, or 850-654-2955,  if 
you'd like to purchase a copy. 

Jim Palmer and Claude Newland 

Our one and only Roger Dodd 

Lt Col Corey Jeffers 
13th ASOS/ CC 



If the books aren't sold by 1 Mar 2014, they will be provided gratis to institutions or libraries. If you have 
any recommendations as to which libraries or institutions should receive a copy, please notify Claude. 
4)  OV-10 Restoration. The membership voted to donate $1,500 toward the effort to paint the USAF OV-10 # 
825 that is being restored at Meachem Field, TX  by the Bronco Association. We will see this bird in 2015 at 
our next reunion.    

          
RUSTIC ROSTER. An updated 2013 Rustic Roster is being attached to this newsletter if you are a Life 
Member. Anybody who we don't have a good address for, their old address is in "Red." If you are in touch 
with them, please send their new contact info to Lendy Edwards, lendy@cox.net or 850-651-6766.    

 
WINGMAN SUPPORT: Some good news from Wayne St John!  He reports, "My oncologist says my recent 
PET scan came back negatively... meaning there was no cancer!!!  I'm pretty happy about  that, don't you 
know.  She then said come back in three months.... ha, ha. Yes, I'll have to be aware for the rest of my life, but 
hey, think about the alternative. Regards to you all." (Wayne was at the Colorado Springs reunion. It was good 
to have him back!) 

 

0-2 HISTORY REQUEST. From Lee Griffin,  grif4218@aol.com. Guys…I'm the chief pilot for the Cactus 
Air Force. We have two OV-10 Broncos, one of which I fly regularly, and the other is in restoration. We are 
currently restoring an O-2  buno # 67-21346.  It was an operational O-2 in Vietnam which is why we chose to 
restore it. We have one picture of the aircraft wearing a total black paint job but have no other pictures or any 
other history. We were wondering if you could help us track down any pilots who might have flown this a/c or 
have any history/pics you might have on the squadron/aircraft. (OK, guys, was this a Rustic bird?)  

 
AP News July 29, 2013 (from Doug Aitken) 

 
 PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) — Cambodia's opposition leader on Monday rejected the results of a 

weekend election showing a win for the long-time ruling party, raising fears of post-poll instability and setting 
the stage for a new showdown with Prime Minister Hun Sen. 

The challenge by opposition leader Sam Rainsy, who returned from exile last week to campaign for his 
Cambodia National Rescue Party, comes despite his party's relative success in Sunday's polling, in which the 
opposition made its biggest gains in years. 

Provisional results from Sunday's voting showed the opposition capturing 55 of the 123 seats in the Na-
tional Assembly. Prime Minister Hun Sen's Cambodian People's Party won 68 seats, or a majority of 55 per-
cent. 

Rainsy — who had earlier vowed mass protests if the voters' will was denied — called for an independent 
investigation into allegations that as many as a million people may have been deprived of their right to vote, 
among other irregularities. 

He said the challenge was not a bargaining chip to get into government but instead a sign that his party was 
"interested in rendering justice to the Cambodian people to ensure that the will of the Cambodian people not be 
distorted or reversed."The rejection of the results raised the specter that Cambodia might return to a previous 
pattern of post-election instability that has several times led to political gridlock and turned violent. 

If the opposition party boycotts the assembly, it may be impossible for Hun Sen to legally form a govern-
ment. 

Rainsy did not specifically threaten a boycott, but election experts pointed out that the constitution says a 
quorum of 120 assembly members is needed to open a parliamentary session, raising the possibility that an op-
position boycott could leave the country without a fully functioning government. 

Cambodia faced a similar situation most recently after its 2003 election, when Hun Sen's party failed to 
win enough seats to legally form a government on its own. The deadlock was broken only after 11 months and 
violence in the streets. But Hun Sen faced a divided opposition then, while his opponents this time are united. 
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Other polls in recent decades have been followed by confrontations and violence. 
After his party ran second in U.N.-sponsored elections of 1993 — the culmination of a process to end dec-

ades of civil war after the Khmer Rouge's murderous 1970s regime — Hun Sen insisted on being named co-
prime minister. He then ousted his partner in government four years later in a bloody coup. 

Recent years' elections have mostly had a peaceful aftermath because Hun Sen's party, which controls most 
levers of power, won decisively over a divided opposition. But the strong showing of the more-united opposi-
tion this year may embolden Rainsy and his allies. 

Hun Sen has not spoken publicly since the election. At 60, he has a reputation as a wily survivor, starting 
with his defection from the Khmer Rouge to Vietnam, which after invading to oust the radical regime installed 
him first as foreign minister and later as prime minister. 

Rainsy, 64, has long been the thorn in Hun Sen's side. He spent the Khmer Rouge years in France and 
served as finance minister in the government elected in 1993, but was kicked out from his party and his post 
for his outspoken anti-corruption stand.He founded his own party in 1995, and two years later Rainsy narrowly 
escaped being killed in a grenade attack on a rally he was leading. 

Rainsy said shortly after polls opened Sunday that his party would wait before deciding what to do about 
the alleged irregularities, but added that if it was clear the voters' will was being denied, "definitely, there will 
be protests." 

The opposition's challenge could be mostly bluster. Hun Sen's party dominates nearly all the state bureauc-
racy and the courts, which will almost certainly affirm the CPP victory. It was unclear what the opposition 
would do if its complaints were not sustained. 

Foreign countries such as the United States, which had expressed doubts before the election about its fair-
ness, are unlikely to pursue the point with enthusiasm. They have accepted results of past elections with much 
more open intimidation and violence, and will likely regard this year's results as a major step forward. 

The opposition could nonetheless cause a lot of mischief by refusing to take its seats. Hun Sen could seek 
to open parliament through a legal loophole, though such a move would support charges of unfairness and 
autocratic behavior. He could also simply try to wait out his opponent as head of a caretaker government. The 
position would be awkward, but also preserve the status quo, which leaves him in power. 

Rainsy's party and nonpartisan groups charged that the ruling party used the machinery of government and 
security to reward or pressure voters. They also said that voter registration procedures were badly flawed, pos-
sibly leaving more than 1 million people disenfranchised. 

The combined opposition had held just 29 seats in the last assembly. It was a precarious foothold — they 
were kicked out on highly technical grounds by their ruling party colleagues just before campaigning began. 

But with many younger voters participating in this election, the opposition apparently gained seats with 
their support, analysts said. 

"The run-up to elections has shown the emergence of a young generation, which rather than prizing stabil-
ity as their elders, conceived of the elections in terms of 'change or no change,'" noted Astrid Norén-Nilsson, a 
Cambodia scholar from the University of Cambridge. She added that Hun Sen will need to learn to work with 
the opposition. "Otherwise, there is a real possibility that a politically polarized population will raise the risk 
for social tension and social unrest." 
 
SHORT BURSTS:  

 
 1) Wedding Bells. Congratulations! Greg Friex reports his son got married the first week in July.  
2) 50th Wedding Anniversary. Tom and Peggy Capps decide to forgo a cruise to Alaska to celebrate 

their 50th wedding Anniversary. Instead, they chose to go to Brazil so Tom could speak at a military Christian 
conference. That's why they couldn't attend this year's reunion.  

3) 2013 Reunion Photos. Jim Seibold requests you send him any photos you'd like to share with all. He 
will edit and create an electronic 2013 reunion photo album. 

4) Retired Callsign. George Larson called to say. "Before I DEROS'ed  Ltc Adams called me into his 
office and said, 'Sgt Larson, I've been trying for the last three or four days to figure out what to do for you to 
recognize your good work for the Rustics.' He told me that he was going to retire my Rustic callsign, "Rustic 
Uniform," and that no one else would use it henceforth. As far as I know, that was the only Rustic Callsign 
ever to be retired." (Does anyone know if any other Rustic callsign was ever retired?)  
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5) Rustic Facebook Page. Rog "Rustic Yankee" Hamann has created a group on Facebook for the Rus-
tics. Search "Rustic FAC Family." Send Rog Hamann a message on Facebook if you'd like an invite. (Thanks 
Roger for doing this. You're always leaning forward in the straps!) )     

 

LETTERS TO THE RUSTICS: 
 

From Marty Noonan, May 17, 2013, martynoonan@icloud.com 
 
 I was the co-pilot on the AC-119G "Shadow" Gunship that was working with Rustic 02, Don Brooks, in 

Cambodia when he was shot down (Dec '70). I have some photos of him passing underneath us and the crash 
site after they ejected safely. I will scan the photos and send them to you. Quality is not as good in 35mm 
through 1954 glass of the AC-119 window, but they are interesting. 

We were working with Don on a sus-
pected enemy position and firing in a tree 
line. He said he was going down the road to 
check out a suspected .51 cal site. He de-
scended down to about 1500 AGL about a 
km to our south when he drew the .51 cal 
fire. I remember seeing him pitch up rapidly, 
smoke trailing from his right engine (I think) 
and his call on Guard that he was hit and on 
fire. I switched to Guard and told him to head 
for the friendly village where the ground 
commander was (who we were in radio con-
tact with and firing for.) 

He transmitted simultaneously on Guard 
that they were bailing out. I doubt that he 
heard my radio call to him! 

We immediately turned to his position and watched as both ejected and chutes opened. The OV-10 with 
nose up trim came up towards us then did a wing over and headed to the ground. 

Not much of an explosion, but it disintegrated and left a V shape scar on the ground. The pilot floated into 
the village and the backseater landed in a dry rice paddy between the village and tree line we had just fired on. 
We had about 1500 rounds left (one gun) when about 5 to 7 guys in dark pajamas ran from the tree line (we 
had just fired into) toward him. We tried to raise the ground commander but he obviously left the building to 
see the crash. We circled overhead discussing whether to shoot the guys before they got to the backseater or 
not. It turned out they were part of the local troops from the village and a VNAF helicopter in the area picked 
them both up in about 20 minutes. We heard they were taken safely to Phnom Penh.  

I would love to hear the account from Rustic 02's perspective and read "The Shootdown of Rustic 02" and 
get in touch with Don if possible. I'm in South Korea until the 27th, training Korean Air pilots in the B777 
simulator for Boeing right now. I retired from Continental Airlines after 30 years in 2006.  (Don and Marty 
have linked up via email.)   

 
From Johnny Drury (Our 2013 Reunion Coordinator and Banquet Master-of-Ceremonies) 

My personal thanks to all who participated in the reunion in Colorado Springs. Yes, it was wet here then, 
but much better than the two years of drought we have been having. At least we had one day (Saturday) to see 
the sky and Pike’s Peak. 

The National Museum of WWII Aviation latest newsletter just came out. It mentions our Rustic visit there 
during our Reunion. For those of you interested, you can go into their website and sign up for the newsletter 
and other information they send out periodically. Local FAC, Jim Palmer, asked me again to pass on his 
thanks for letting him escort us through the museum. I think we all had a great time seeing “behind the scenes” 
of this rapidly growing facility. 
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Don Brooks and Gil Bellefeuille just minutes before bailing out 



After the reunion I just wanted to "vegetate" for a couple of days, but I wanted to tell you about a very ex-
citing telephone call I got a few minutes ago from Les Gibson. He relayed his disappointment of not attending 
the reunion...but I told him we talked about him a lot. He was in the Lear simulator during our reunion. Still 
flying for his boss at the age of 80. While not flying, he is working with a friend installing roofs!!!!  IN ARI-
ZONA!!!!  What a man. Even at my meager age of 67, I refuse to get on my roof, much less work on replacing 
it. He plans to stop flying in a year or so and hopefully will attend our 2015 reunion. 
 
From Greg Freix 

I enjoyed the article in our last newsletter by MSgt Tully (Ret) on his OV-10 jump experience. I found it 
very interesting and accurate. I also have “jumped” the OV-10, always from the backend and never with the 
ejection boost. Both were “fun jumps” (some might argue that is oxymoronic!); one into a lake and the other 
onto the east side of Shaw AFB…almost into the trees on that one due to a jumpmaster error. It is a very cool, 
very “soft” jump with little to no opening shock. We also jumped USMC OV-10s with the same low, “fast”, 
steep pull up profile MSgt Tully described.  

We had several jump events with our Marine friends, but they came to an abrupt halt. We explored the idea 
of modifying our OV-10s at Shaw for jump ops, and, as we were told, Gen Bob Russ, the TAC commander at 
the time, pretty “vigorously” denied the request on safety grounds. So, while we never did report having par-
ticipated with the Marines a number of times, we not only shelved the plans to modify our aircraft but deter-
mined it would likely not be a great idea since the big boss felt it was inherently unsafe. 

One addition, likely obvious to what MSgt Tully provided. When we jumped with them, the USMC OV-
10s carried the 180 gal centerline. Not only was the clamshell door removed from the cargo bay, but, for obvi-
ous reasons, I think, so too were the fins from the fuel tank! We did, though, have the intercom with the crew. 
Again, enjoyed his tale. Wonder if I’m the only Rustic to have had that experience?     Greg  

  
Reunion Regrets:�

From Frank Sovich. 'Heading to Seattle-going salmon/halibut fishing with Rustic Drake ''GOOSE'' 
Greene. 

From Jack and Cris Otis. Sorry that we cannot attend this year. We will be in France 10 Sep - 1 Oct.  
Hopefully, next one.  

 
 

From Deke Decabooter (Jan and Deke finally arrived at the reunion in time for the banquet. They had been 
working at a YMCA camp in Estes Park before the reunion and many of the roads and bridges had been 
washed out due to heavy rains. They had to take a circuitous route, the long way around, to get to the reunion.    
      After the reunion Jan and I headed back to Estes [Park] and snuck back in around a couple of barriers. No 
sweat, but it was a long ride, going around the mountains and all. It's slowly coming back up here, but the 
town has a lot of cleaning up to do. The YMCA had very little damage, only isolation for a while. Some very 
interesting stories from the locals. Thank God the water rose predictably and the loss of life was minimal. Last 
time (1976) the Big Thompson flooded it was a wall of water and killed about 150 people. We leave for home 
sometime next week. Had a great mini-reunion and are really glad we made what we could. Thanks to all of 
you again for the continued effort for all of us. �
�
From Gary Ball (lives in historic Trier, Germany; when asked, "What are you doing these days?)  
 

I instruct undergraduate Emory-Riddle Aeronautical Univ. http://worldwide.erau.edu/ students in Aeronau-
tical Science. I show lots of PowerPoint slides, YouTube, and other freeware videos and share stories about 
my flying experiences. It's great fun. If interested, you should visit the ERAU office at Eglin. They always 
need instructors and it's fun beer, dinner, and travel money. 
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CALENDAR.  

 
 

 

1) 2014 Raven Reunion, San Antonio, Oct 9-12, 2014 
2) 2014 All FAC Reunion. Ft Walton Beach, FL, Oct 22-26, 2014  
3) 2015 Rustic FAC Reunion, Ft Worth ,TX, dates TBD: (Fall, 2015) 
4) 2015 Intl. Bird Dog Assoc Reunion, Ft Walton Beach, FL (Dates TBA) 
5) 2016 All FAC Reunion, Williamsburg, VA (Fall, 2016) 
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Reunion Photo Gallery 
Rustic Ladies in Attendance 

L-R:  Mary Haller, Ginger Underwood, Kathy Safley, Jin Hee Brooks, Margaret, Carol Aitken, 
Jeanette Van Kirk,  Diane, Seibold, Jan Decabooter, Beth Frishmuth, Kim Caywood, Helene Ellis, 
Laura Drury, Sally Gabel, Tona Newland, Sue Edwards (Hidden), Linda Ballard, Ann Thompson, 
Cathy McAdams, and Sherry Wilson 
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Kneeling L-R:  Doug Caywood, Doug Aitken, Jon Safley, and Larry (Doc) Underwood 
Standing L-R:  Bill McAdams, Bill Decabooter, Jack Thompson, Lendy Edwards, Mike Ballard, Ron 
Van Kirk, Phil Frischmuth, Johnny Drury, and Bob Ry als. 

Kneeling L-R:  Doug Aitken, Hank Keese, Don Ellis, Claude Newland and Roger Dodd 
Standing L-R:  Wayne St John, Jim Gabel, Greg Freix, Jim Nuber, Jphnny Drury, Kohn Om, Phil 
Frishmuth,  Don Brooks,  DonHaller,  Jim Seibold, Ron Van Kirk and Mike Wilson. 



Page 9 

 

2014 Association Officers and Kohn Om 

Colorado Springs FAC Memorial  



Rustic FAC Association 
4033 Indian Trail Drive 
Destin, FL 32541 
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