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2009 RUSTIC REUNION IN WASHINGTON DC -- DATES TBA . Start making plans now to attend. This will undoubtedly be a 
special reunion because of the awesome amount of activities and events associated with our nation’s capitol. We definitely plan to visit 
the Vietnam Memorial and hope to include a White House tour among the many reunion activities. The reunion committee has  
already begun their hotel search process and should have a hotel picked out and a tentative reunion agenda set later this summer. The 
reunion schedule will be published in our Sep 2008 newsletter. Get ready to join up at the rendezvous point! 
 
REUNION COMMITTEE MEMBERS.  Tom Capps, Doug Aitken, Jon Safely, Deke Decabooter, Ron Dandeneau, Lendy Ed-
wards, Jim Nuber, and Claude Newland have volunteered to serve as members of the 2009 reunion committee. If you live in or 
around the DC area, would like to help, or have any suggestions for the reunion, please contact Tom Capps at: tomcapps@nc.rr.com or 

call 919-846-5411. 
 
NEW LIFETIME MEMBER: Robert Wheeler, 19 TASS 0-2 crew chief, is our newest lifetime 
member. Bob recently found the Rustic website and has joined our ranks as the newest member of our 
association. Bob contacted Lendy Edwards, our webmaster, and wrote:  
 
Hi Rustic 20, My name 
is  Robert L Wheeler. I was in 
the 19th TASS  from April 26, 
1970 to April 25, 1971  I was a 
Crew Chief on  02-As.  First, for 
Sleepy Time Fac’s then sent to 
the Jade Fac’s, then to Issue 
Fac’s at Cu Chi and my last 6 
months were with the Tilly 
Fac’s. I know some of the pilots 
on the Rustic Locator and have 
flown with them back to Bien 
Hoa.  Michael R Davenport 
and  Steve Joy,  were Jade 
Fac’s  before going to the Night 
Rustics. I have some pictures of 
an OV-10 that had to deliver a 
new engine for one of the O-2’s 
to Binh Thuy for the Tilly Fac’s. 
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�������When we would go to Bien Hoa we would work for the Sleepytime FACs. I worked the night 1Lt Garrett Eddy  and 1Lt Michael 

Vrablick were KIA.  Do you have to be a member to have my name on the Rustic Locator.   If so sign me up.  Please send me an 
application to join. My home E-mail is    Robertwheeler1@cox.net     Home Phone: 401-884-4897       Cell Phone: 401-230-8092  
 
Bob, welcome aboard. We hope you can assist us in locating more of our 19 TASS crew chief buds.   
 
ROSTER/PERSONNEL UPDATES:  
 
Wayne Baker            PO Box 119, Chromo, CO 81128 
Ed Boggess  ed-anne@verizon.net 
Dick Green                    gdick11@hotmail.com 
Steve Hopkins   Cell ? 678-485-5162    Home:  770-487-1773 
A. “Tony” McGarvey  macandmaryjo@comcast.net.  
Vaughan Smith              Ridgewalker@Hughes.net 
Robert L. Wheeler*  0-2 Sleepytime crewchief, Apr 70-Apr 71 (Also Jade and Issue crew chief) 
   9 Bates Trail, West Greenwich, R.I.  02817, (H) 401-884-4897  (M) 401-230-8092    
   Robertwheeler1@cox.net 
*Newly found (He found us!) 
 
RAY STRATTON, RUSTIC 03, UBON/CC, TAKES FI-
NAL FLIGHT. We regret to inform you that Ray Stratton, 
Rustic 03, Ubon/CC, passed away unexpectantly on Thursday 
afternoon, 28 Feb, of an apparent stroke. Ray’s wife, Jan, called 
the Rustics with the news. A family and friend’s visitation was 
held on 3 Mar and the funeral service was held on Tuesday, 4 
Mar, at the Hurlburt Chapel – located, appropriately enough, 
right next to the FAC aircraft on display in the Hurlburt Air 
park. General Secord of Son Tay POW Raid fame and Ray’s 
boss at the pentagon gave the eulogy. Claude Newland also 
gave a few remarks about Ray and his service and tenure with 
the Rustics. Tona Newland and Jim and Barbara Lester at-
tended the service for the Rustics. Full military honors were 
rendered. Internment was at the Barranca’s National Cemetery 
in Pensacola, FL.      
 In keeping with our Rustic tradition, a nickel was pro-
vided to Jan on behalf of the Rustics, which she placed in the 
breast pocket of Ray’s uniform. Please keep Jan and Ray’s fam-
ily in your thoughts and prayers. I’m sure Jan would appreciate 
hearing from any of the Rustics. You can contact her at:  
 
3 Bayshore Point, Valparaiso, FL 32580 
850-687-8628 
rstratto1@earthlink.net 
 
NEW ITEMS POSTED ON RUSTIC STORE. A new 
“Vietnam Songs and Missions” CD and Bill Sleigh’s memoir book, “Vietnam and Cambodia Recalled, It Still Hurts” are now avail-
able on our Rustic Store website at: www.rustic.org 
 
2005 REUNION PHOTO CDs MAILED . Those who attended the 2005 reunion, but could not attend the 2007 reunion (BTW: we 
missed you) should have received, by now, a copy of the 2005 Reunion Photo CD in the mail. They were mailed on 15 Dec 07; i.e. 
Dahle, Drury, Dufresne, Early, Ecklund, Goddard, Haller, Helm, Mercer, McClellan, Mittendorf, Stratton , Thomas, and 
Van Kirk.  If you didn’t receive your copy, please contact Don Ellis, Treasurer, at: donellis@sc.rr.com or call 803-435-4755.  
 
All other 2005 reunion attendees received their personal copies at the 2007 reunion. 
 
HISTORIAN REPORT (Jim Gabel):  Bob Green, the FAC Association Vice-president, is collecting photos and next-of-kin data 
on all the FAC losses in preparation for the FAC Memorial dedication in Colorado Springs in Oct. The photos are to be incorporated 
into a collage. According to Crash the best picture of Joe Gambino is at the FACM and will be included in a CD that they will pro-
duce. I have a picture of Gary Eddy on a civic action project, in the Rustic Archives. There is also one of him in the Black Book 



photo section. I do not believe we've ever have a picture of Mike Vrablick . I am proposing that I send the picture of Gary, men-
tioned above, along with a sampling of the pictures of the ceremony at Pochentong AB, as the Cambodians paid there respects to 
Gary and Mike before they flew them to Bien Hoa. I believe that Crash has a similar set for Joe that he probably included in the 
photo project DVD. I will also send him the names of the next of kin from our Roster: Bonny Vrablick Fuidge, George N. Gam-
bino and John Eddy, II. If anyone has a good picture of Joe, Gary or Mike, please contact me at: 605-342-6158. 
REQUEST FOR 2007 REUNION PICTURES. If you have pictures taken at the 2007 reunion…especially, the Sunday farewell 
brunch…please send a copy (electronically, if able) to Jim Seibold at: Seiboldjim@aol.com. Jim will be doing his normal magic to 
create a Reunion Photo CD for us. Thanks. 
 
SEA PHOTO CD PROJECT (Ned Helm) “I am up and running to scan more pix.” If you have additional SEA pictures that I 
haven’t already scanned, please send them to me at: ned@wingset.com or mail them to me. The end result of this project is going to 
be awesome. Don’t be left out! Your kid and their kids won’t forgive you.       
COMMERCIAL BOOK ROYALTIES. (Dick Wood): Big news! I got a royalty statement and check from Smithsonian for the pe-
riod ending September, 2007. The check was for $23.64. Whee! I’m sending Don [Ellis] my check for $17.73 (75%) plus copies of the 
paperwork from Smithsonian. I’m going to save up the remaining six bucks and have a big splurge on something. I wish Smithsonian 
would get tired of this and let us make an offer for the remainder [of the books.]. 
 
FAC MUSEUM (Jim Gabel): The FACM is up and running. However, there has been a major merger of the organizations that 
make up the Fort Worth complex. The newest organization, which will now become the public face of the three entities, is the Fort 
Worth  Veteran's Memorial Air Park (FTW VMAP)  with the collocated OBA "Ready Room" and the FACM. The OV-10 Bronco 
Association, Inc. is the Texas registered nonprofit organization that will continue to be overall controlling entity. Bronco Association 
President, Jim Hodgson, has been named a member to the Fort Worth Mayor’s Aviation Museum Task Force. The desire of this 
Task Force is to establish a “World Class Aviation Museum” in Fort Worth.  
 
As you can see the focus has moved on to acquiring, restoring and displaying aircraft at Meacham Field. Individual membership are 
now in the FTW VMAP, at $40 per year. This replaces separate memberships in the OBA and FACM. It is, therefore, my belief that 
the RFA has fulfilled our role in helping to get the FACM built and the framework established for its continued existence. Our mem-
bership on the steering committee runs through June 2008. At that time, I think we can let our sponsorship lapse. But no decision 
needs to be made until our next quarterly meeting. 
 
“AIR FORCE-TOGETHER WE SERVED” WEBSITE. (Roger Hama nn). Some of you have already registered on this new site 
called "Air Force-Together We Served". This is another great way for us to possibly locate missing Rustics....but one has to register 
(free) in order to have access to the index and everything else available to members. One can register by clicking on the link below 
or you can write to me and I can have an invitation sent to you directly. How about a little participation on this one?   Thanks,   Rog 
    
    http://airforce.togetherweserved.com/usaf/index.jsp  
 
 YOUR ASSOCIATION’S LIBRARY CONTINUES TO GROW (Jim G abel): The Rustic Board recently obtained copies of the 
following documents to add to the Rustic library.  
 
FAC TASS History CD # 1. Contains the complete history of all of the TASS organizations for all years. 
FAC Systems CD # 2. It is mostly aircraft deployment, exercises, general information, etc. 
FAC History CD # 3. FAC general. 
The “Airborne Forward Air Controller" Training manual, 4410th CCTW, dated June 1968. 

      
These items were made available “free” to the association by Al Matheson, FAC Association. If you would like to order a personal 
copy of the above documents, they are “free:” to FAC Association members. A $5.00 shipping fee is required for each document. 
You can contact Al Matheson at: 435-586-9702 or citabriair@yahoo.com 
 
Note: The Board is also considering obtaining a copy of the "Night FAC Manual;" a "23rd TASS Night Training Manual." 
 
DID YOU FLY OV-10 # 067-14623? (Jim Gabel): It's time to look in your log books again. OV-10 # 67-14623 is being transferred 
to the Warner-Robins AFB Museum. The FAC Association Historian, Darrell Whitcomb , wants to create a history for it, as he's 
done with the other museum aircraft. Please send your inputs to Jim Gabel , jagabel@aol.com Or call: 605-342-6158. 
 
623 was at IAAFA at Kelly AFB with 626 (Rustic Bird) as a maintenance trainer and was 100% flyable when it left 8 years ago. Not 
now.  
 
Claude Newland and Lendy Edwards report that they did not fly this bird at Cu Chi, Bien Hoa, or Ubon? 
 
A WEBSITE FOR THOSE WHO THOUGHT THEY HAD EVERYTHING  ON VIETNAM . (Doc Thomas): Check out this 
informative website. <http://www-static.cc.gatech.edu/fac/Thomas.Pilsch/Vietnam.html> 
 The Rustic website is listed and linked on this site.  


������



SHORT BURSTS:  
 
1) Florida Tax Exempt Certificate. The Association applied for and was granted a State of Florida Tax Exempt Certificate which 
means we won’t have to pay 6% sales tax on future purchases in Florida…every little bit helps.            
 
2) Which FAC has a library named after him?  The McBride Library at Keesler AFB is the only library in the USAF named after 
a FAC, Raven FAC Edward  “Hoss” McBride, who served as a T-28 driver in Vietnam and a Raven FAC in Laos. 
 
3) 2008 All FAC Reunion in Colorado Springs.   Don Brooks and Don Haller are serving on the 2008 FAC Reunion Commit-
tee.  If anyone has any questions or suggestions, feel free to contact them at: bro59@msn.com or DonaldHaller@msn.com. 
 
4) Awesome Screen Backgrounds. (Ned Helm.)  Hey guys go to the following link...these make awesome screen backgrounds.....      
http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/photos/index.asp?galleryID=2283.  

They have the OV-10 side panel and front and rear cockpit from the OV at Wright Pat…Neat. 
 

5) Rustics to attend “Down under “Reunion. Several Rustics and their wives are going to “Waltz Matilda:” and attend the Austra-
lian sponsored FAC reunion in Canberra, 23-28 April 2008. They are part of a 39 member FAC tour group that will depart LAX on 7 
April for a tour of New Zealand and Australia. The tour will culminate at the FAC Reunion. Attendees are: Lendy & Sue Edwards, 
Dick & Liz Green,  Claude & Tona Newland, and Jim & Lynne Nuber. 
  
6) OV-10 # 639 Update. Unfortunately, OV-10 # 639, for which we col-
lected flight data, will not be dedicated during the FAC Reunion in Australia 
in April 08 as planned. However, it will be available for viewing in its cur-
rent unrestored state. The delay was caused by lack of resources to get the 
aircraft to the Australian War Museum in time to complete the restoration 
for the reunion. 
 
7) Rocky Brown honored by Ogden Air Museum. At the Rustic and 
Nail’s request, Rocky Brown’s name was painted on ship # 625 which is 
currently being restored at the Ogden, Utah Air Museum. Randy Roberts 
sent us the following picture. For those who didn’t know Rocky, he was the 
Ubon Rustic’s chief maintainer and wrench bender extraordinaire.   
 
RUSTICS HELP RECOVER AN A-7 AND F-105 (Jim Hodgson.) Rus-
tics Tim Eby, Jack Thompson and several other members of the OBA left for Amarillo, TX yesterday (24 Feb) to begin recovery of 
two aircraft for the Veteran’s Memorial Air Park. They drove to the cap rock to recover our A-7 and F-105.  They will also be assist-
ing a crew from Robbins that dropped off our T-37, enroute to their recovery of an OV-10 in Amarillo. 
 Although funding has not been completed on either the A-7 or the F-
105, circumstances dictated that we either recover the aircraft or they would 
be destroyed in place.  Melton Trucking out of Tulsa has graciously agreed to 
transport the 105 as a donation and we have accepted a loan from a group in 
Amarillo to bring the A-7 back.  Both of these aircraft will require that we 
pay a transfer fee to the GSA for the aircraft as a condition of our aircraft per-
manent loan with GSA.  Once they are here, we will have restoration costs to 
contend with. 
 So, the A-7 or at least the fuselage is due here in Fort Worth some-
time Thursday the 28th.  Not sure of the schedule for the 105.  So, the good 
news is one of our “Fort Worth Four” is on its way home.   We are also mak-
ing arrangements to bring the F-111 home in the next few weeks and we are 
working with the National Museum of Naval Aviation in Pensacola to ship 
the RF-8 here.  That leaves the TF-102 as the only aircraft still in doubt of 
recovery.  As I mentioned, funding has been completed on all of these aircraft 
with the exception of the F-111 and the assistance of the B-36 Peacemaker 
Museum.  That aircraft is funded for recovery and transfer, but not restora-
tion.  We will worry about that once it is here. 
 Early last week, our collection numbered none.  Later this week it will be 12.  Impressive work by a bunch of old men with 
big hearts. 
 Thanks Gents. Regards, Jim Hodgson 
 
PS   To assist with funding of any of these aircraft, contact me directly, txavi8or@verizon.net. No amount is too small and all are 
appreciated. 
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FAC MUSEUM PROJECT (Ned Helm): The FACM is seriously considering a collage of Name Tags and patches for each FAC 
squadron....how many Rustics have Name Tags, patches etc that they would part with for display in the Hooch bar at FACM? The 
patches will be scanned in high resolution for the FACM and the respective squadron archives...then they will go to FACM where 
they will be stored by Squadron. After a reasonable amount of time has passed they will be framed by Squadron. 
  We also need actual Name Tags....the more the merrier. Not the leather ones but the cloth ones with Velcro backing so they 
cane be presented on a huge framed Velcro background. 
  If you have any of these items you’d like to donate to the FACM…and thereby make yourself immortal…of sorts…please 
send them to me at: 515 Trailhead Lane, Jamestown, TN 38556 or contact me at: ned@wingset.net. Thanks. 
 
TRIP REPORT - RUSTICS AND OTHER VETS TAKE ON SOUTHE AST ASIA, (Tom Capps, Rustic 12): 
 
A group of six military vets, including two Rustics (myself and Ron Gamache, Rustic Victor) spent seventeen days visiting SEA 
from 29 October to 14 November 2007. The bulk of our time was spent in Cambodia, but we also visited Bangkok and Hong Kong. 
Our primary goal was to work with the Cambodian military, but we also visited Kompong Thom and Sunrise Ministry in Kompong 
Cham as well as interacting with a new church in Phnom Penh. I continued my effort that started in 2005 to locate Sam (Hotel 21) 
and Nady Tan. 
 
Team Composition and Preparation 
 
For approximately four months, I met 
weekly with Ron Gamache, Rustic 
Victor, and four other vets in person or 
by conference call to get acquainted 
and plan the trip. The other team 
members were Don Snow, Army Re-
tired, Corvallis OR; Paul Neu, Air 
Force Retired, Aurora CO; Gerry 
Whitt , Navy Retired, Raleigh NC; and 
Jerry Stone, prior service Army, Ra-
leigh NC. Our ages ranges from 58 to 
75 with an average of 67. 
 
Visiting Bangkok 
 
Ron, Gerry, Jerry and I departed on 29 
October for Bangkok where we ren-
dezvoused with Don and Paul. The 
team was also greeted by Sareth 
Duong, team host from Cambodia, 
and Surasak Banjukaew, team host 
from Thailand. While in Bangkok, we 
met with the Military and Police 
Christian Fellowship (MPCF) of Thailand. The following day, MPCF members escorted us on a riverboat ride through Bangkok 
which terminated at the Navy Club where everyone enjoyed an authentic Thai meal. Following lunch, the team visited the Royal 
Palace and temple of the Emerald Buddha. In the afternoon, Tom and Sareth visited Raja’a Fashions where they met Raja, a tailor 
from Ubon, and his son, Bobby. 
 
Journey and Visit to Cambodia 
 
On 2 November, the team and Sareth boarded a rented van with a driver to head toward the Cambodian border crossing at Poipet. I 
arranged the overland journey to introduce team members to countryside they had never seen and to facilitate visits to more local 
sites in Cambodia. The trip to the border took 3.5 hours. While waiting two hours for Cambodian visas to be processed, the team 
took a lunch break that cost a total of 165 Baht or $4.34. The transition from Thailand to Cambodia was a move from lush country-
side to filthy, poverty-ridden habitats of rural western Cambodia. 
 
Once in Cambodia, the team boarded another van with a driver to proceed along Highway 6 to Siem Reap. The 111 mile trip was one 
of a “billion bumps.” No one on the team had ever experienced a rougher road anywhere in the world. This jaunt took 5.5 hours and 
exhausted everyone.  
 
Our itinerary included visits to Ankor Wat, and needless to say, it was impressive. During our visit, the Cambodians were entertain-
ing Kim Jung Il  from North Korea. Afterwards, we drove around other sections of the temple complex that most Rustics had flown 
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L to R: Sareth Duong, Tom Capps, Paul Neu, 
Ron Gamache and Jerry Stone  



over. Then, it was on to KPT where we had lunch 
at a wonderful roadside restaurant prior to entering 
town. In the city, we visited a temple as recom-
mended by Colonel Oum to search for Sok San 
“Sam” (Hotel 21). It was disappointing not to find 
any clues of Sam’s whereabouts. 
 
We continued our journey south on Route 6 to 
Skon where we headed east to KPC. There we vis-
ited Darany Hang at Sunrise Ministry. She was a 
delightful host who spoke excellent English. Fol-
lowing a short interaction with the HIV/AIDS hos-
pice patients, Darany escorted us to the orphanage. 
On our arrival, we met the headmaster and a team 
of Koreans who were painting the buildings and 
playing with the children. Team members were 
captivated by the student artwork and made several 
purchases. 
From KPC, we finished our trek to Phnom Penh 
where we checked into the Mittapheap Hotel 
where Sareth has reserved rooms for two with 
breakfast for $30. Allow me to divert your atten-
tion for a bit to describe the magnitude of the 
trauma that Cambodians experienced from 1975 to 1979 under Khmer Rouge domination. The young life of our host, Sareth, was 
tragic. In 1975 at age 6, he was separated from his family in Battambang and was placed in a labor camp. His duties involved cutting 
rice straw into small pieces and mixing the straw with animal and human manure using his feet. He did this work until liberated by 
the Vietnamese in 1979. It took many years for the stains on his legs to disappear. I think that almost every Cambodian either person-
ally experienced Khmer Rouge oppression or had a close family member who did. 
Phnom Penh Activities 
 
Our nine days in Phnom Penh focused on planning two for-profit businesses and teaching twelve Cambodian military members and 
wives to make good long-range decisions using 
biblical principles. A rice business will generate 
profits to help farmers greatly increase production 
by using hybrid seeds, irrigation and fertilizer. The 
rice business will also provide a better market for 
farmers and hopefully will generate better prices for 
them. Profits will be used to distribute rice to under-
nourished military families, to train Bible teachers 
to work with military personnel and their families, 
and to subsidize and encourage education of chil-
dren of military families stationed in remote areas 
where schools are limited. The military outreach 
also involves teaching American English, medical 
support and sports training. The other business will 
be a pre-school operated by the new church in 
Phnom Penh. It will offer quality education at a 
reasonable cost. Profits will be used to support the 
church in its outreach and to provide Cambodians 
micro loans to help them move out of poverty. 
 
The first morning the team was in Phnom Penh, 
Ron and I met with Danny Colombara to transfer 
the Rustics’ contribution of $3,239 for Sunrise Min-
istry. Danny is the American administrator who 
oversees Sunrise operations and helps Darany man-
age the ministry. Danny and Darany will use the 
funds entirely for outreach to children at the orphan-
age and in KPC by subsidizing school related ex-
penses. 
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Ron Gamache, Tom Capps and Danny Colombara 

Team with Sunrise Staff 
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Three Unexpected Turns 
 
The team experienced three serendipitous events 
while in Phnom Penh. The first one involved an 
unplanned meeting with a Cambodian major gen-
eral who is a friend of Sareth and who is the As-
sistant to the Deputy Secretary of Defense. We 
had a great time getting to know him. During 
dinner, I asked the general if he knew the Rustics’ 
friend, Nady Tan. He didn’t, but he agreed to help 
us locate him. 
 
On Sunday, 12 November, our last full day in 
Cambodia, our team went to the Russian Market 
to buy some souvenirs. After browsing the ven-
dors’ wares for about ten minutes, I heard some-
one call my name and ask what I was doing there. 
Amazingly, it was our friend, Om Kohn. I was 
taken aback because I had no clue that Om would 
be visiting Cambodia. The probability of our 
meeting without prior planning astounded all of 
us. Om introduced his wife, Cree, as well as his 
brother and sister-in-law who operate a jewelry 
store in the market. I asked the wife if she had 
ever heard of Nady Tan, and much to my surprise 
she told me that he was her uncle. In short order, she called him at home, and I was able to speak with him. Nady agreed to meet our 
team at his office the next morning on our way to 
the airport. 
 
The visit with Nady was a highlight of our trip. 
Even though he had experienced a sickness that 
he did not disclose, he seemed to be strong and in 
good spirits. His office is adorned with many 
“atta-boy photos and plaques” including a good 
representation from the Rustics. Nady told us the 
story of how he and his family fled from Battam-
bang, Cambodia in 1975 on an Air Force helicop-
ter. The helicopter was overloaded, and he had to 
leave his two teenage sons behind. Nady re-
mained in the U. S. until 1995, when he returned 
to Phnom Penh. Apparently, he moved quickly 
into his position as Secretary General of the Cam-
bodian government. I invited Nady to attend the 
2009 Rustic reunion, but he did not commit. He 
indicated that all of his children still reside in the 
U. S., but he did not have their addresses. 
 
Following our visit with Nady, we headed to the 
airport where we said goodbye to Sareth and 
boarded a flight to Hong Kong, the worst flight 
any of us had ever experienced. So, our entry into 
Cambodia on Route 6 and our departure both proved to challenge our endurance. The first 111 miles of Route 6 was the worst road 
any of us had ever traversed. Dragon Air, a subsidiary of Cathy Pacific, had the least leg room of any airline on earth. Most of our 
team was over six feet, and two were six feet six. Our accommodations were not only uncomfortable, they were unsafe. 
 
An Unbelievable Visit to Hong Kong 
 
We spent forty hours in Hong Kong on our way home, and were hosted by Matthew Lau, a seminary professor that had agreed to 
show us the city. He did a marvelous job as tour guide. Our first outing was dinner that included roasted pigeon for an appetizer and 
two entrees including roasted suckling pig and portions of a wonderful white fish that was either broiled or fried. We walked the  

Tom Capps, Nady Tan and Ron Gamache 

L to R: Gerry Whitt, Tom Capps, Cree (Om's wife),  
Jerry Stone, Kohn Om and Sareth Duong  



famous Nathan Street to the harbor where we watched a wonderful laser light show. From there we crossed the harbor by ferry be-
fore returning to our hotel by train. On Tuesday, we visited the beach at Repulse Bay and Victoria Peak which overlooks all of Hong 
Kong. We were blessed with excellent temperatures and visibility that are not always very cooperative. 
 
The End 
 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the journey and truly believed it to be profitable for our team as well as for the Thais and Cambodians 
we met. Since the visit, I have been working with the Cambodians to develop business plans. I look forward to follow-up work in-
volving teaching in Bangkok and helping to establish the two businesses in Cambodia. If any Rustics are interested in learning more 
about future interactions in these two countries or would like to be involved in any way, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
BOOK RECOMMENDATION (Don Mercer):  “An Enormous Crime - The Definitive Account of American POWs Abandoned in 
Southeast Asia.” This book was written by former U. S. Representative Bill Hendon (R-NC) and Elizabeth A. Stewart, whose fa-
ther is an Air Force pilot who went MIA in 1966.  It was published by St. Martin's Press, Thomas Dunne Books, and has as its ISBN-
13: 978-0-312-37126-5. 
  
Unless someone has totally made up their mind that there is no possibility that our government left behind POWs in captivity follow-
ing Operation Homecoming in 1973, it is an excellent read.  Even such a closed minded person should read it.  The book provides 
compelling arguments that Nixon and Kissinger did just that - left some of our fighting men alive and held captive in SEA by both 
the North Vietnamese and Laotians.  It also makes a plausible and convincing case for the cover up that has ensued within our gov-
ernment to date. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS/CALENDAR :  
  
1) “Downunder” FAC Reunion. 23-28 April 08, Canberra, Australia. All U.S. FACs invited to participate.  
2) 2008 All FAC Reunion. 1-5 Oct 2008, Colorado Springs, CO. AF/Navy Football game 4 Oct. FAC Memorial Dedication.    
3) 5th Annual Cowtown Warbird Roundup (CWR).  30-31 May, 2008, Fort Worth, TX – Theme: “A Salute to Our Veterans.” 
4) Air Expo 2008, 16-17 Aug 08, Flying Cloud Airport, Eden Prairie, Minn. – Contact Bob Jasperson at: Bobj@wotn.org  
5) 2009 Rustic FAC Assoc. Reunion. Dates TBD, Fall 2009, Washington DC,   
 
OV-10 DOCUMENTARY ALMOST COMPLETE. Jami “Hollywood:  Clayman, jami@majri.com,  2/15/08. I'm happy to an-
nounce the OV-10 documentary website for "One Tough Ride: The Story of the OV-10 Bronco" is updated and working. Visit the 
website, www.ov10film.com, and sign up for the newsletter by clicking on the "Newsletter" link. The film is close to completion! 
You can view clips online and learn more at: www.ov10film.com 
 
LETTERS TO THE RUSTICS : 
 
From Ltc Russell Myers, 74 FS/CC: 
  
Merry Christmas...Thank you very much from the entire 74FS Family for all you do to keep the heritage alive. Life is extra busy for 
the 74FS due to the final days moving to Moody AFB GA. I'll relinquish command of the Squadron 11 Jan 08 to LtCol Phil 
"Wallflower" Weilhouwer . Time has past too quickly but has been magical. The FAC memorial fly-by and relationship with the 
Rustic FAC Association and its members is the cornerstone of heritage and memories I know will be with the newest Rustics for the 
rest of our lives. The new address for the 74FS is: 
 
8303 Apron B. Bldg 811, Moody AFB GA 31699           Comm: 229 257-7603/7611      DSN: 460-7603/7611 
 
This is not the permanent address but will work until construction is complete and some stability returns to the 74FS. I'll be going to 
ground at the 18 ASOG Pope AFB. DSN: 424-1764/Comm: (910) 394-1764. Please don't hesitate to call. 
 
Thanks Again Rustic 19.            Cheers, "Oscar", Lt Col Russell S. Myers, 74FS/CC 
Bronco 52(27 TASS, George AFB)/Raven 52(21 TASS, Shaw AFB)/Misty 52(25FS Osan AB)/Rustic 52 (74FS Pope AFB)  
 
From Barbara Dahlberg (sister of Doug Norman), abacobarb53@yahoo.com 
 
Dear Rustics, 
  
I'm sorry to hear of the passing of one of your own.  I'm glad I was able to meet Ray [Stratton] at the reunion.  He was in the hootch 
when Wayne and I arrived.  I have a few letters from Doug when he was a Rustic and he mentioned a flight with Ray flying, "low 
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and slow as he liked to do."  I'm guessing Ray was welcomed by all his Rustic buddies that have gone before him.  I can see my 
brother there with a scotch in one hand and a cigar in the other.  May he rest in peace.   Regards,  Barb 
 
From:  Bob Wheeler, wheeler2@amgen.com  (Our newest Association member) 
 
I arrived in Vietnam on April 26, 1970.  I was originally assigned to the 12th Special Operations (Operation Ranch Hand).  I was told 
that the spraying operations were being shut down the end of the month.  One of my friends from Hurlburt Field where we had 
worked on A-1E’s was assigned to  the 19th TASS, so I went to his 1st sergeant and asked if he needed any crew chiefs. He made 
some calls and I was assigned to the 19th TASS Sleepytime FACs at Bien Hoa.  
  I asked if I could go out to one of the FOLs and was sent to Cu Chi with the 25th Infantry Issue FACs. After 3 months, I 
was assigned to the Jade FACs.  From there I went to Binh Thuy and spent my last 6 months with the Tilly FACs supporting the 
Rustic Mission.   
 When I first arrived at Binh Thuy, we only had 5 planes and one jeep.  We built this up to 20 planes.  The pilots wanted 
more jeeps, so another crew chief and I volunteered to fly up to Bien Hoa and drive the jeep back to Binh Thuy, an 8 hour trip a jun-
gle road through the Mekong Delta. Crossing the Mekong River at two locations on ferries with our M-16s, 500 rounds of ammo, no 
maps, or GPS. (Did I say GPS, what’s that?) Wish I had one then. 
 When I left Vietnam, I had 18 months of service left.  My orders were to go to Peterson Field, Colorado Springs. They had 
received some U-10s and also had 2 U-4B aero commanders. The U-4Bs used to be President Eisenhower’s planes which were being 
used to support the Air Force Academy’s Parachute and Glider Program. They were 
the 2 smallest Air Force One planes and one is now in the Wright-Patterson Mu-
seum in Ohio. 
 My most rewarding experience of my Air Force career was working with 
the 19th TASS Force and supporting the Cambodian Operations for which we were 
assigned. 
 After being honorably discharged from the service December 12, 1972, I 
returned home to Rhode Island and got a job with General Dynamics Electric Boat 
Division building the first Trident nuclear submarines.  I started my career as a 
welder, but transferred into maintenance as an overhead crane mechanic / apprentice 
electrician. After 13 years, I left as a Master Electrician. I now work for one of the 
largest Biotechnology Companies in the world, Amgen. I also run a small Electrical 
Contracting business from my home, wiring high-end, custom homes and support 
some local business on part-time basis. 
 I got married in 1975 to my High School sweetheart, Kathleen. We have 3 
children, Claudia, Kathleen, and Robert Jr.  All of my children are married and I 
have one granddaughter, Madison.  
 We live in West Greenwich, RI.  In my spare time, I enjoy building my 
1941 Willy’s Coupe and spending time with my family.  I can be contacted at 
RobertWheeler1@cox.net. Please list me on the Rustic roster: 
 
Wheeler, Robert L.(Bob)  Night Rustic/Tilly Crew Chief O-2A   April 1970 - April 1971 
 
From “Crash” Helm, ned@wingset.com 
 
One day when I went into Scorpion Ops Maj Ly  asked me if I would like a KAF name tag. I said sure and went back to the war.  
  About a week went by and I was sitting  in one of the A-1 jump seats along the wall in Scorpion ops eating "monkey balls 
and rice"...when in walks Maj Ly and about 5 of the KAF Tango drivers. All were giggling like school girls...it was obvious that 
something was up...and since I was the only FAC in ops...it looked 
like I was about to be the butt of a joke. 
 Maj Ly presented me with my KAF name tag...complete 
with Velcro back. It was really neat looking.....I thanked him.....then 
the other shoe dropped. 
  The giggling increased....and....he handed me the second 
name tag.  The first read, “Capt Ned Helm.”  Well, the second read, 
“Capt Need Help.”  (Well it was true...I ALWAYS NEEDED 
HELP!). It seems that the difference in Khmer between Ned Helm 
and Need Help was one little squiggle or two...and they...being fun 
loving fighter pilots just couldn't stand it. 
  From that day on I wore Capt Ned Helm when I 
flew....and Capt Needs Help when I went for lunch. They loved 
it....so did I. 
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Bob and Kathleen Wheeler 



From:  Bob Jasperson, [mailto:mnriverrat@frontiernet.net]   
Subject: Minnesota FACs 
 
I am looking for FACs in the Twin Cities area to be VIP guests at an annual aviation show.  I am a volunteer with Wings of the 
North at Flying Cloud Airport in Eden Prairie, Minnesota.  Our show, AirExpo 2008, is scheduled for August 16th and 17th and we 
would like to find a few FACs to join the 35 to 40 other VIPs who will be attending.  Past VIPs include veterans from WWII groups 
like the Doolittle Raiders, Black Sheep, Tuskegee Airmen, Enola Gay, 8th Air Force and so on.  Last year we added some SAC crew-
members and now we would like to honor FACs also.  If you could let any Rustic FACs in the Minnesota area know about this op-
portunity I would greatly appreciate it.  They can contact me at bobj@wotn.org.  Photos from AirExpo 2007 are available at 
www.wotn.org. Bob Jasperson, Director, AirExpo 2008. 
 
 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictures provided by Tom Capps, Bob Wheeler and Ned Helm 
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L to R: Jerry Stone, Gerry Whitt, Nady Tan, Ron  
Gamache and Sareth Duong, our Cambodian host  

Team and Cambodians Planning Rice Business    

An Engine Change for an O-2A Delivered by a 
Rustic OV-10 from Bien Hoa 

Ultimate FAC Picture 
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Reunion 2007 

 
Reunion photos provided by Lendy Edwards 



 

Rustic FAC Association 
4033 Indian Trail Drive 
Destin, FL 32541 
 
 
 
   ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

“Precious Memories” 


