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PRESIDENTôS COMMENTS. Laura and I certainly enjoyed seeing all who attended the Rustic Reunion in 
March. For those that could not attend, you missed a grand event. The 74th Fighter Squadron were great hosts and 
gave us a very good view of today's A-10 operations. I particularly enjoyed the day we spent on the live-fire 
range. Laura mentioned later that she now understands what I was talking about over the years as I described our 
Rustic low altitude gun and rocket attacks. 
     With the 2023 reunion in the record books, we now can look forward to our next, and probably our last, official 
reunion near Hurlburt Field, FL. I hope all can start planning to attend what is expected to be a suitably crowning 
Rustic event for the Rustic legacy. 
     And as always, we look forward to hearing from you. So please drop an email to Claude Newland or myself 
and keep us updated.   Johnny Drury, Rustic 04 

6 July 2023 
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A-10 on static display at Moody AFB.  
Photo by reunion guest Jim Hodgson 

74th Fighter Squadron patch 
Moody AFB   
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OUR NEXT REUNION WILL BE OUR LAST SAWASDEE. As they say, all good things must come to an 
end. The Rustic Board and attending members at our 2023 reunion decided that our 2025 reunion will be the 
last formal reunion of the Rustic FAC Association. It will be held in Ft Walton Beach, Florida which is home 
turf to most of our pilots who received their FAC training at nearby Hurlburt Field. The date (TBD) will most 
likely be sometime in Oct 2025. Expect an update in our December newsletter.  
     You donôt want to miss this one. This will be our 13th reunion since 1997. Remember that first one? Over 
165 Rustics and guests attended. We have come a long way since then. We have published our unit history and 
shared some great camaraderie and wonderful times together. This next gathering will surely be a historic 
event which will help solidify our Rustic legacy. This may also be the last time you will see many of your Rus-
tic buds in one place so come join us on the beach!    
 
RUSTIC FAC ASSOCIATION DRAWDOWN PLAN. At our recent Moody AFB reunion business meeting 
all of our Rustic officers and board members agreed to continue serving in their present positions until our as-
sociation is terminated in 2025. They are currently working to determine what needs to be done to close things 
down. It was agreed that our Rustic website will continue to exist for about another 10 years as we recently 
funded our website hosting for that period of time. The website will continue to provide us a means for staying  
in touch. Per our charter and by-laws, any funds remaining will be donated to Cambodia charities.           
 
ROSTER UPDATES. 
 
Robert  Harris 7422 Sage Valley Ln, Frisco, TX 75036, (C)ell numbers: 
   Redeye - 703-677-7860, Charlie - 972-523-6395 
Linda Jamrosy lmjtej@comcast.net  
Robert Jessup 175 Dawson Club Drive, Dawsonville, GA 30534 
Marcy Roberds 771 Carpenters Way, Apt. 112, Lakeland, Florida 33809.  Email,     
    marcyroberds@icloud.com, and phone number on roster have not changed.  
 
RUSTICS WITH WHOM WE HAVE LOST TOUCH. If you are in contact with any of the following  
Rustics or next-of-kin, please provide a good contact number for them to our Database Keeper, Lendy Ed-
wards, at rustic20@cox.net. -- Tom Adams, Sharon Friedhofen, and John Polk.   
 
2023 REUNION REPORT, MOODY AFB, 22-25 March 2023. Another great Rustic reunion is now in the 

books. The 74th Fighter Squadron at Moody AFB did a terrific job hosting our 12th reunion. The famed ñFlying 

Tigerò squadron dazzled us by allowing us to get some stick time in their A-10 simulators and they put on an 

excellent aerial demonstration of the A-10ôs capabilities on their nearby gunnery range.   

     Early reunion arrivals checked in at Moody AFB on Tuesday, 21 March. Reunion packets were at the 

Moody Inn check-in desk. Since Moody AFB has very limited services on-base and the club does not serve 

dinner, everyone went off base to the Wood Stack BBQ restaurant for dinner. This was a special evening for 

first-time reunion attendee, Bob ñJessò Jessup, who joined us from Dawsonville, GA for his first Rustic reun-

ion. We un-ghosted him.  

     Most of the reunion activities centered 

around the events taking place at the 74th 

squadron. Their Heritage Room (squadron 

bar) was open every day for socializing with 

squadron members. Everyone agreed, one of 

the highlights of  the reunion was getting to 

spend time with the squadron members and 

their wives (or husbands). The squadron has 

four female fighter pilots. Over the duration 

of the reunion, several Rustics were inter-

viewed at the squadron by Mr. Martin 

Madert of the Witness to War Foundation.  

 
74th Fighter Squadron Heritage room, Moody AFB 

mailto:lmjtej@comcast.net
mailto:marcyroberds@icloud.com


     Most attendees arrived on Wednesday, 22 March. A full dayôs schedule of A-10 simulators put a smile on 

many faces as we yanked and banked in the A-10 and strafed or bombed the surrounding countryside. That af-

ternoon the squadron commander, LTC Matthew Shelly, officially ñWelcomedò everyone and the evening 

concluded with a large group dinner downtown at the Salty Snapper restaurant. 

     Thursday began with an early 

breakfast at the squadron hosted 

by the lieutenants of the 74th FS. 

A short bus ride took us to the 

nearby gunnery range where 

bleacher seats were provided for 

viewing several flights of A-10s 

as they completed their daily 

range missions. Several helicop-

ters also made an appearance. 

The noise of the A-10s as they 

overflew our seating area was 

impressive as was the sound of 

their mighty 20mm gun which is 

one of their greatest assets. They 

are known as tank-killers and 

were especially effective in Iran. 
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Three 0-2 Rustics Larry Landtroop, Steve Hopkins, and Bob Harris 

One of two bleacher seats at the A-10 gunnery range. 
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During the aerial demonstration the lieutenants fired up a grill and after the A-10s departed they treated us to a 

hamburger cookout with all the trimmings--another impressive accomplishment. Returning to the base, every-

one took a tour of the A-10s on the flight line, and several group photos were taken. After a rousing Happy 

Hour at the heritage room, we went downtown for dinner at the El Paso Taco and Tequila restaurant.  It was 

two-for-one margarita night.  

     Friday, 24 March, began with more simulators and interviews for the guys. The ladies went downtown for a 

historical presentation at the Lowndes County Museum and then toured the historic Crescent House and Gar-

dens. This was followed by a ladies lunch at the Covington restaurant. 

     That afternoon the Rustics held a business meeting at the squadron. Jim Hodgson gave a presentation on 
how the Fort Worth Aviation Museum (FWAM) plans to greatly expand their aviation museum and FAC mu-
seum facilities. He encourages all Rustics to contact the FWAM  at https://fortworthaviationmuseum.com  
so you can receive their email newsletter.    

     The reunionôs finale was a Friday night banquet at the Moody Club. About twenty-five 74th FS guests were 

in attendance.  

     Roger Dodd warmed up the crowd during happy hour with his magical keyboard. When the banquet start-

ed, Doug Aitken regaled the crowd as master-of-ceremonies with his usual charm and entertaining jokes. Fol-

lowing the Pledge of Allegiance, guests were introduced and Jon Safley narrated the explanation of the POW/

MIA table that was prominently displayed at the front of the banquet hall. The Rustics then took time for a si-

lent slide show of each Rustic brother who is no longer with us.éWe shall not forget them.  

     Before the evening meal and blessing, Tom Capps introduced his special Valdosta guest, Jeanette Coody, 

who was 100 years old on 19 Sep. 2022. She is a vivacious Valdosta icon who has a remarkable resume of con-

tinuous active community involvement and service in Valdosta and the state of Georgia, and she remains en-

gaged to this day. Tom was a student pilot at Moody AFB years ago and later came back as an Instructor Pilot. 

He and Peggy first met Jeanette in 2017 when they stopped by their former house in Valdosta while enroute to 

a Rustic reunion. Jeanette met them at the door and asked them to come back the next day for a visit. An imme-

diate friendship developed. After meeting Jeanette and learning of her 

many accomplishments, the banquet crowd gave this wonderful lady a 

standing ovation and Tom presented her a plaque making her an honor-

ary Rustic. She is indeed a special lady.     

 

     The main program began with Doug Aitken presenting another 

Cecil B. De Aitken wonderful video and slide show presentation and 

briefing on the history of the Rustics. This was followed by our guest 

speaker, Lt Col Matthew Shelly, who gave a summary of the 74th 

squadronôs history, their deployments, and accomplishments. A sur-

prise ending occurred when Shelly brought up about 10 of his squadron 

mates to join him in singing a rousing rendition of ñDear Mom your 

son is deadò ï one of the classic songs sung by fighter pilots and FACs 

everywhere throughout SEA. Do you remember the first verse?  

 

Dear Mom, your son is dead. 
He bought the farm today 
He crashed his OV-10 on Ho Chi Minh's highway 
It was a rocket pass, and then he busted his ass. 
Mmm, mmm, mmm. etc. 

 LTC Matthew Shelly, 74th FS/CC 

https://fortworthaviationmuseum.com
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Lendy-insert large group photo taken after the banquet, includes Jeanette Coody. 

 
Reunion banquet attendees with Jeanette Coody.  

   

 

 

 

 

     The 74th Fighter Squadronôs choir at the Moody AFB banquet. 

Reunion banquet attendees with Jeanette Coody 



  Our president, Johnny Drury, concluded the 

evening with words of thanks and presented Lt 

Col Shelly with a rustic coin and plaque com-

memorating our visit. He also presented a coin 

and an inscribed Rustic history book to Captain 

Luke Glinski who did a great job coordinating 

all of the 74 FS and Moody AFB support for our 

reunion. A job well done by all!      
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Capt Luke Glinski 

Reunion Attendees 



 

2023 REUNION ATTENDEES:   

Doug Aitken, Tom Calvanelli, Tom Capps, (Tomôs Guest for banquet, Jeannette Coody),   
Bill & Janet Decabooter, Roger Dodd & Margaret Hakun, Johnny & Laura Drury, Lendy & Sue Ed-
wards, Don & Helene Ellis, Greg & Kathy Freix, Dick Green (from Australia), Robert Harris, Jim 
Hodgson (Ft Worth Aviation Museum), Steve & Karin Hopkins, Bob Jessup, Larry Landtroop, Claude & 
Tona Newland, Jim & Marcia Reese, Jon Safley, Nancy Sleigh (Next-of-Kin of Bill Sleigh), Guest-
Marcia Seibert and her daughter Kim Scott, Doc Robert Thomas, Ron & Janette Van Kirk, and Bill & 
Sherry Wilson.     
    Four of our Rustic attendees went to pilot training at Moody AFB -- Tom Calvanelli, Tom Capps, Roger 
Dodd, and Ron Van Kirk. 
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Rustic Ladies. Standing L-R: Janet Decabooter, Marcia Seibert, Kathy Freix, Margaret 

Hakun, Laura Drury, and Sue Edwards. Sitting L-R: Janette Van Kirk, Marcia Reese, Tona 

Newland, Sherry Wilson, Helene Ellis, and Nancy Sleigh.    



RUSTIC DICK GREEN ï DID YOU KNOW? Dick Green, Rustic 11, once served as operations officer of 
the renown A-10 74TH ñFlying Tigerò Fighter Squadron. When he arrived at Moody AFB for our 2023 reunion 
it was a bit of a nostalgic visit. Hereôs his story: 
    I had to pull out my old OER record to get some dates. Time has a way of going by so quickly. 
    I was assigned to the 74th Tactical Fighter Squadron at England AFB, LA in August of 1983. I needed a re-
currency course due to 3 years at USREDCOM at McDill AFB filling my "joint" assignment block. I served as 
the assistant ops officer for one year. In August of 1984, I became the operations officer of the 74th TFS. Lt 
Col Dick Lemon was commander. We both were reassigned in Nov 1985. I then headed off to Bangkok as 
Chief of Air Ops at JUSMAGTHAI, where I was flying a Beech King Air for the AMEMB.   
     Prior to my stint at England AFB, I was in the initial group to transition from the A-7D to the A-10 at Davis
-Monthan AFB in Tucson, AZ. From March 1978 to March 1979, I was an A-7D flight commander with the 
354th TFS. Col Mike Dugan was the Wing Cmdr. In March 1979, I transitioned to the A-10 and was Asst 
Chief, Current Operations -- better known as Wing Scheduling. Maj Dave Sawyer and I ran the shop. I flew 
with the 357th and 333rd Squadrons as an A-10 Instructor Pilot, checking out new instructor pilots and transi-
tion students. Col Mike Dugan was Wing Cmdr for my  A-10 timeframe. I left D-M AFB in Oct. 1980 for the 
USREDCOM job at McDill AFB, FL     Regards from Brisbane   
 

ROCKET POD BONANZA FOUND. Hurlburtôs 

Fieldôs OV-10 tail number 67-14626 will finally get 

some rocket pods. Thanks to the efforts of Captain 

Luke Glinski, the 74th Fighter Sqn project officer for 

our recent Rustic reunion at Moody AFB, eighteen 

LAU-68 pods from Moody AFB will be sent to Hurl-

burt Field. These pods were formerly used on Moodyôs 

A-10s but are no longer serviceable. Since they are 

considered ñscrapò there is no paperwork required. This 

makes the transfer process simple. What a bonanza! We 

have been searching for rocket pods for 626 since she 

was placed in the air park in 2000.  

     TSgt Ryan Gladu (1 Special Operations Wing Corrosion Manager at Hurlburt Field) is aggressively work-

ing this project. He plans to pick the pods up in June. The pods will be refurbished, painted, and stenciled the 

same as they were in SEA. Three-D rocket warheads will be made and placed into the rocket pod tubes. They 

also plan to repaint 626.  

     Pods not being used on FAC aircraft may be used on other Hurlburt aircraft that carried similar pods. 

     TSgt Ryan also explained that some major changes are expected at Hurlburtôs air park. They plan to recon-

figure the baseôs main entrance so that base entry is not required to visit the air park. We definitely need to in-

vestigate this plan to see how it might impact the FAC aircraft currently on display and the FAC memorial.    

   MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBRANCE-2023. From Don Mercer. posted on Facebook. Below are a few 

lines from a poem, ñShot Down,ò that I wrote decades ago, paying tribute to two men, Garry Eddy and Mike 

Vrablick, in my unit, who were shot down in their O-2A just to the northwest of Tang Kouk, Cambodia, on 

October 1, 1970. This was shortly after I reported for duty to my FAC (forward air controller) unit in Southeast 

Asia: 

 

ñYou can only sit and wonder; 
Today, we have when, where, and how; 
But even though we know the answer; 
Canôt help but ask, Why? é even now.ò 

 
Unfortunately, these were but two of far too many whom I have known who died serving our nation, as ñSome 
Gave All!ò Memorial Day is a time for all Americans to honor those who died when in uniform paying the ul-
timate price for our Freedoms. 

Page 8 



SHORT BURSTS:  

 
1. River Rats Museum to have FAC display.  Darrel 
Whitcomb, Nail 25, is working with the River Rats new 
museum which has been built in Bowling Green, KY. The 
museum will have a FAC display that will honor our two 
FAC MOH recipients and will include models of the O-1, 
O-2, and OV-10. The grand opening will coincide with the 
2023 River Rats Reunion, 11-15 October 2023. If you wish 
to donate items to the museum contact Museum@River-
Rats.org for more information.  
2. Oshkosh 2023. Leon Cardiff (Rustic Alpha) is going 
to this yearôs Oshkosh Air Show. He plans to be there 
Wednesday, 26 July, and attend the FAC spaghetti dinner 
that night. He will also be there Thursday. If youôre headed 
up there, you can contact Leon at 3091-471-1607, or heyblue77@gmail.com.                                                                                                        
3. Rustic History Book - How to Order. To order our 500 + page hardbound coffee table size complete his-
tory of the Rustics, go to www.lulu.com. Search title: The Rustics. The hardbound book is $39.99. The Ebook 
is $8.99. The book will arrive at your doorstep about 10 days after you place your order.  
4. FACNET Search. The FACNET recently began a search to determine who is the youngest member on the 
net. So far, it looks like our very own Leon Cardiff  (Rustic Alpha) may have that honor. Leon was born 
April 30, 1951. He is now 71 years old. Any Rustics any younger? Who thinks they may be the oldest Rustic? 
Send us your birth date at rustic19@cox.net.  
5. Nady Tan Update. USAF Col Sarady Tan sent us a photo of his father celebrating his 87th birthday in 
Phnom Penh. Nady Tanôs heart-wrenching story of how he and his family survived the fall of Cambodia is 
detailed in chapter 8 of our Rustic history book. He later went on to become the Secretary General (chief civil 
servant) of Cambodia when the government was reconstituted in 1993.    
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Nady Tan, 87 years old,  
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Nady Tan at his office in Phnom Penh, March 1999.  

Don Mercer Collection 
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