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  Board of Directors:  
                                   

President:  Claude Newland, Rustic19@cox.net               Director :   Doug Aitken, daitken@nc.rr.com      
Vice President:  Jack Thompson,  jackov10@sbcglobal.net   Director :   Ron Dandeneau, RusticFoxtrot@aol.com 
Treasurer/Database:  Don Ellis, donellis@sc.rr.com                    Director:    Mike Wilson, sher85745@mac.com 
Secretary: Roger Hamann, RusticYankee72@aol.com   Historian:   Jim Gabel, jagabel@aol.com                                             
 
                                                                                            Project Coordinators:  
Website: Lendy Edwards, lendy@cox.net                      Rustic SEA Photo CD: Ned Helms, ned@wingset.com  
Commercial Book:  Dick Wood, woodrh@ix.netcom.com            Rustic Reunion Photo CD: Jim Seibold, seiboldjim@aol.com  
OBA Liaison:  Jack Thompson, Jackov10@sbcglobal.net            FACM Committee:  Jim Gabel, jagabel@aol.com                        
Search Committee:  Rog Hamann, RusticYankee72@aol.com    Health & Wellness:  Doc Thomas, shialary@msn.com  
  

2008 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE UNDERWAY . It’s September and time to renew your annual membership in the Rustic FAC Associa-
tion. Enclosed is a 2008 Membership Renewal Form. Annual dues are only $20…what a bargain! It’s your dues that keep your associa-
tion going, enable us to stay in touch, and help us “Tell our Story.”   Here are some of the things your dues and the Association have 
accomplished over the years:  5 Reunions, Photo CD’s of past reunions, Published 2 books telling the Rustic’s Story, CD of Book, “The 
Rustics, A top Secret Air War in Cambodia”, Photo CD of the Rustic’s return trip to SEA, Rustic SEA Photo DVD (all your SEA pho-
tos; pending), Rustic History Input to the All FAC History Book, “Rustic Story” Video and DVD (made from SEA home movies), Nu-
merous Awards and Decorations approved and CD of Vietnam Era Songs (pending).  None of the above would have been possible 
without your continued support and membership. Thanks to all.  

 
2007 RUSTIC REUNION IS AL-
MOST HERE. OCT 18-21, RA-

MADA PLAZA BEACH RESORT, 
FT WALTON  BEACH, FL.  It’s time 
to get your registration in if you haven’t 
done so already.  A Registration Form is 
enclosed. For all the reunion details, see 
the June 07 issue of the Rustic News or 
go to the Rustic Website at: 
www.rustic.org. If you have any ques-
tions, call Claude Newland, 850-654-
2955. 
 
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER. 
Come join us. If you don’t see your bud-
dies name on the attendee list (below) 
it’s time to call him and set up a rendez-
vous. ‘See you in Ft Walton Beach! 
  
WHO’S COMING: Registrations are 
still coming; The following have regis-
tered as of 1 Sep: Aitken, Allison, 
Barazzotto, Capps, Clifford, Barbara 
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Dahlberg +3 (sister of Doug Norman), Dandeneau,  Decabooter,  R. Dodd, Echelberger, Edwards, Ellis, Freix, Freidhofen, 
Gabel, Gamache, Garand, Gestas, Hamann, Keese, Kimbell, Koeppel, Koppin, Larson, Mercer, Morneau, Newland, Ltc Col 
Om, Col Oum, Roberds, Seibold, Nancy Sleigh, Thrower, Wilson,  and Wood.   
     
2007 RUSTIC ROSTER. A copy of the 2007 Rustic Roster is enclosed; please re-
view for correctness. Corrections/additions should be sent to Don Ellis, Database 
Keeper at donellis@sc.rr.com or 803-435-4755.   
 
CAMBODIAN GUESTS. Donations are still needed to help underwrite the expenses 
of bringing our Cambodian guests, Col Oum and Ltc Om, to the reunion. We will 
cover their reunion expenses and transportation costs. You can include your contribu-
tion on the enclosed Reunion Registration form, or mail your check directly to Don 
Ellis, Rustic Treasurer, 26 E. Boyce St, Manning, SC 29102.  Make check payable to 
the “Rustic FAC Association” and earmarked for “Cambodian Guests.” Thanks for 
your support.    
  
TRANSPORTATION HELP NEEDED.  Zot and  Carole Barazzotto are coming to the reunion. Once the reunion is over, Carole 
is in need of a ride back to Atlanta on Sunday, 21 Oct. If yon can help, please contact Zot at: zot250@ameritech.net or call 937-257-
2390.    
 
RAMADA  PLAZA BEACH RESORT.  To make reservations, call toll free: 1-800-874-8962  
Address: 1500 Miracle Strip Parkway, SE, Ft Walton Beach, FL 32548. The Hotel’s local phone number: 1-850-243-9161  
Rustic Hootch phone:  1-850-243-9161, ext 7558   
 
Type Room: Location:    Rate: 
Standard   (Rooms face away from courtyard)  $99 
Courtyard (Rooms face in toward courtyard)  $110 
Poolside  (Towers Bldg-facing in to pool)  $125 
Gulf View (Towers Bldg-facing gulf front)  $140 
 
Add 10% tax to the above rates.  Rate is for 2 persons/room. Extra person is $10/night. 
 

REUNION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
     
WEDNESDAY, 17 OCT 2007 
 
 1800-Till         PRE-PARTY—All Invited   At the Newland’s, 4033 Indian Trail, Destin 
                               Call 850-654-2955 to coordinate a ride.  
THURSDAY, 18 OCT 2007 
 
 1200-2200 REGISTRATION OPEN    Rustic Hootch (Poolside), Ramada 
   --Reunion Sign-in 
   --Drinks and refreshments  
   --Display Memorabilia (Bring you Memorabilia!) 
 1630  EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING   Meet at Rustic Hootch 
 1800-2100 WELCOME PARTY    Rustic Hootch  
   --Flight Suits/Party Shirts, or whatever 
 1830  DINNER (Registration Fee covers cost)  Rustic Hootch 
 2030  REUNION WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rustic Hootch 
 2130  MASTER OF CEREMONIES MEETING  TBA 
 
FRIDAY, 19 OCT 2007 
 
 0700  BREAKFAST (at your leisure)    
 0730  RUSTIC HOOTCH OPEN 
 0800   MEET AT NORTH ENTRANCE OF RAMADA FOR PENSACOLA NAVAL AIR MUSEUM TRIP 
 0810    DEPART FOR PENSACOLA VIA CHARTER BUS   
 0945  ARRIVE PENSACOLA NAVAL AIR MUSEUM   
 1000  GROUP GUIDED TOUR OF MUSEUM (Group Picture) 
     1200  LUNCH      West Pac Room & Cubi Bar Cafe  



1300  IMAX THEATER SHOW    IMAX Theater 
1500-1630 TOUR AT YOUR LEISURE      
1645   LOAD BUS FOR RETURN TRIP. 
1700  CHARTER BUS DEPARTS PENSACOLA NAS  
1830  ARRIVE RAMADA HOTEL 
1900  MEET AT RUSTIC HOOTCH TO WALK TO CRAB TRAP RESTAURANT FOR DINNER.  
   --Located at the “Boardwalk” just West of the Ramada; on the beach. 
   --Optional activity. Group reservations made. Open Seating. Order off menu. No program. 
2100-Till RUSTIC HOOTCH OPEN. EVENING AT LEISURE. 

   --Moonlight walks on the beach 
 
SATURDAY, 20 OCT 2007 

 
0715-1400 ½ DAY FISHING TRIP (optional)   Meet at Rustic Hootch to carpool 
  --0730 Depart for Destin.  
  --0800 Boat leaves dock. 
0700-1330 RUSTIC GOLF (optional)    0700 - Meet at Rustic Hootch 
  --Carpool to Eglin AFB 
  --0800 first tee time.   
0800  BREAKFAST AT LEISURE   Ramada Garden Café 

 0800-1400 MORNING FREE FOR OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
  --Sight Seeing to Seaside Village and Beaches 15 miles east of Destin on Hwy 30A 

 --Shopping at Silver Sands Factory Outlets   4 miles east of Destin on Hwy 98 
 --Eglin Armament Museum and Static Displays Eglin AFB; POV 

0900  --Hurlburt Field Air Park and FAC Memorial  (Meet at Hootch @ 0900; carpool) 
 1445-1600 RUSTIC BUSINESS MEETING/ELECTIONS Rustic Hootch 
 1600  BANQUET SET-UP    Forum Room – Top Floor of Towers Bldg 
 1800-1900  BANQUET HAPPY HOUR—CASH BAR  Forum Room 
   --Individual and Couple photos by Jim Seibold 
   --Coat and tie or whatever 
 1830-1900  RUSTIC GROUP PHOTOS   Forum Room 
 1900-2200 DINNER BANQUET/DANCING   Forum Room 
 2200-TILL RUSTIC HOOTCH OPEN 
 
SUNDAY, 21 OCT 2007 
 
 0800-0930 FAREWELL BREAKFAST (Breakfast Buffet) Ramada Garden Cafe 
 0930  RUSTIC HOOTCH OPEN 
   --Remove memorabilia from Hootch 
   --Farewells 
 1000  EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETNG    Meet at Rustic Hootch  
 1100  HOTEL ROOM CHECKOUT TIME 
 1200  RUSTIC HOOTCH CLOSES  
 
2005 REUNION PHOTO ALBUM CD. Jim Seibold is producing a 2005 Reunion Photo Album CD for the Rustics. Copies will 
be available at the 2007 reunion and a gratis copy will be sent to each Rustic who attended the 2005 reunion. 
 
RUSTIC ELECTIONS.  Election of Association officers and Directors will take place at the reunion’s business meeting. The 
Nominating Committee has submitted a slate of persons willing to serve in the various offices. If you are a member of the Associa-
tion, an election ballot is enclosed.    
         
SHORT BURSTS:  
 
1) Rustic Store The Rustic Store has received additional Rustic baseball caps and 20 additional copies of the “ Red” book, “Call 
Sign Rustic” by Dick Wood. Most store items will be available at the reunion. Check out the Store at www.rustic.org.  
2) FACM Support.  The association continues to support the FAC Museum by renewing its corporate sponsorship of the museum 
for the next year fiscal year (July 2007-Jun 2008).    
3) Financial Audit. Our thanks go to Greg Freix who will be conducting a financial audit of the Rustic financial records prior to the 
Oct reunion. A report will be made at the reunion business meeting. 
4) Reunion Invitation to 74 FS. A Letter of invitation was sent to the members of the 74 FS inviting them to join us for our 2007 
reunion.   
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5) Commercial Book Royalties.  Dick Wood reports he received a check for book royalties on 6/21/07 for $36.62; The RFA share 
is $27.47. These funds are earmarked for Cambodian Charities.   
6) Gift Book.  The Association has sent a copy of the Rustic’s ‘Black’ Book to Col Joe Lineberger, Director, Air Force Review 
Boards Agency for presentation to Mr.  Phil Horton, an examiner who worked on most of the Rustic Awards and Decs submissions, 
in appreciation for Mr. Horton’s work at the agency on behalf of USAF veterans.   
  7)  Silver Star Approved. The Air Force Review Boards Agency recently approved the Silver Star for Dick Roberds for a mission 
which had been originally downgraded to a DFC but, upon further review, has now been upgraded. A presentation ceremony will be 
held during the Rustic banquet at the 2007 reunion. Don Mercer will serve as MC for this portion of the program 
8) Bill Sleigh Memoirs. The Association will purchase 30 hardback copies of Bill Sleigh’s Memoirs, “Vietnam and Cambodia: It 
Still Hurts.” This 217 page book will be made available in the Rustic Store at www.rustic.org once the final price is known.  
9) Aussie FAC Reunion, Apr 08. The customized web page (CWP) for accommodation is now live. The address is http://
www.rydges.com/cwp/fac. Cheers, Mac Cottrell , Reunion Coordinator 
10) New Life Member.  Welcome aboard Don H. Osborn (and wife: Dee), 365 Alderglen Drive, Dixon, CA 95620, (707)365-4966, 
donhosborn@aol.com 
11) Lost Rustic. We seem to have lost touch with Otto Walinski. Please contact Lendy Edwards at lendy@cox.net or 850-651-
6766 if you might be able to help us locate Otto. 
12) Missue. What happened to Missue, the Rustic’s dog mascot? To find out, read Barbara Dahlberg’s Letter to the Editor.  
13) All FAC Newsletter. The July '07 Fac Newsletter is available on line go at: 
  http://www.fac-assoc.org/newsletter/newsletter02.html  
 
IN MEMORY OF BILL SLEIGH. If you’d like to help honor the memory of Rustic Bill Sleigh, please consider making a memo-
rial contribution toward the publication costs of his memoirs. The book publishing contract cost $1199. To date, approx. $850 has 
been raised. Please send your donation to Don Ellis, Rustic Treasurer, 26 E. Boyce St, Manning, SC 29102. Make check payable to 
the “Rustic FAC Association” and earmarked for “Bill Sleigh Memoir.”  We hope to have copies of the 217 page book, “Vietnam 
and Cambodia: It Still Hurts,” by Bill Sleigh available at the Oct reunion.   
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ROSTER/PERSONNEL UPDATES:  
  
Gloria Auth  10104 Hibiscus Cove, Austin, TX, 78739   home: 512-350-2517, cell - 512-483-1443 
Mike Ballard  hynotflyr@aol.com 
John Charlton  Houston, Tx  (Has Moved. Does anyone have a new address?) 
Harvey Cooper  16125 Burt Street, Omaha, NE 68118   
Tim Eby  teby540@hotmail.com 
Dick Green gdick11@hotmail.com 
Pierre M. Ligonde 8860 SW 123rd Court, Apt K405, Miami, FL 33186, 305-596-7017, drsoniafrancis@yahoo.com 
Don Osborn  donhosborn@aol.com 
Paul Riehl  883 Alawai Ave, Diamondhead, MS 39525.  
Richard Rinehart r.rinehart@myactv.net   Wife: Bernice 
Merle Shields 1001 Danielle Dr., Roseville, CA, (mail),  P.O. Box 605, Orangeville, CA 95662,(H) 916-773-2679 
 Cell: 916-705-4153, mss8@comcast.net 
G. (Tony) Winkler  astrofac@satx.rr.com 
  
Next of Kin for    Barbara Dahlberg (sister), 7201 91st St. E., Palmetto, FL 34221, 941-729-3843,     
Doug Norman  abacobarb53@yahoo.com and Doug’s daughter, Kristen  
 
New found Rustic:  Paul Lee, Rustic Alpha, 365 Avon Rd, Montgomery, AL 36109 
 
BAD E-MAIL ADDRESSES. Please provide correct addresses to: donellis@sc.rr.com 
 
Phillip Morneault  sabramorneault@wmconnect.com 
Norm Falcon  normfalcon@aol.com 
Who?   jesse1717@aol.com 
 
RUSTIC SEA PHOTO DVD PROJECT (Ned 
Helm):  The Rustic’s Southeast Asia pix now fill a com-
plete DVD. I hope to have copies of the DVD available at 
the reunion. This DVD will blow your socks off!! Great 
Stuff.!! 
  
RUSTIC SEARCH ENDS (Rog Hamann): Doug Nor-
man’s younger sister, Barbara Dahlberg, and daughter, 
Kristen, located the Rustics in July. Barbara and her hus-
band now plan to attend our Oct reunion and we look 
forward to meeting them.   
 It was such a satisfying feeling to have finally 
found some of Doug's family. A big Rustic thank you 
goes out to Kent Allison, Doug's old roommate at Forbes 
AFB, for all the work he did in dealing with this search. 
     I have "feelers" out with a FBI bud who 
helped Kent and me in finding Doug's family. Hopefully 
he'll be able to assist in finding more missing Rustics.  
 
Kent Allison will be attending this year’s reunion. It will 
be a great gathering of family and friends who knew 
Doug Norman.  
 
FUNDS BEING RAISED FOR ANOTHER FAC MEMORIAL (Jimmie  Butler, Nail 59.) On behalf of the 2008 All FAC 
Reunion Committee, I’d like to announce that there be a FAC memorial built in Colorado Springs, CO and dedicated in conjunc-
tion with the Oct 08 All FAC Reunion.. The memorial site address is: 
http://www.fac-assoc.org/reunion/2008%20FAC%20Memorial.pdf 
 Nail 01, Howie Pierson, will serve as the Master of Ceremonies at the Dedication of the 2008 FAC Memorial. Howie 
kicked off the fund drive with a generous donation of $1,000. Our letters for the fund drive are at the printer and will go into the 
mail this week, but I already know of at least $1,250 from Nails for the 2008 Memorial.  That is a fitting start since many Nail 
names will be on the Memorial. 
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 The design is in progress.  We expect to have a central monument with the names of more than 250 FACs/crewmen divided 
onto the two sides with the name of a Medal of Honor recipient heading each list. We hope to have smaller surrounding monuments 
and perhaps an engraved bench or two to tell more of the FAC story.  We expect to link up to sidewalks in a way that will lead visi-
tors from one parking lot right through our Memorial.  The closest monument to ours is that of the Purple Heart Society—which is 
fitting since we will be naming so many who earned that recognition in giving their lives in service to our country. Mr. Wilhelm—
who is coming up with preliminary designs and who heads up the company that has built probably about 90% or so of the monu-
ments in Memorial Park and at the USAF Academy—thinks because of location and design, the 2008 FAC Memorial will become 
one of the key attractions in the Military Section of Memorial Park. 
 We need at least $50,000, so there’s plenty of room left for contributions, big and small. The more we raise, the better we 
can make this Memorial.  All money donated will be spent effectively.  We welcome your personal donations, and we also ask you to 
think of any contacts that might make a corporate donation.  Also, we know that thousands of Americans survived the War in South-
east Asia partly because a FAC showed up after an ambush or because the bullets with their names on them ended up in a ditch along 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail.  If you know of any of those guys who have always wanted to say thank you, please invite them to donate to 
this effort to honor the FACs who died, often while saving others. 
 A copy of the contents of this week’s Fund Raising letter is now posted on the FAC Association website at: 
http://www.fac-assoc.org/reunion/reunion01.html and then "click on Peanuts." If that doesn’t get you to the page, you can go to the 
home page and click on the Snoopy stamp to get to the Memorial info. 
 You should receive your copy in the mail in a few days, but the copy on the website includes pictures from Memorial Park 
in color.  I’ve marked the future location of our 2008 FAC Memorial on three of the pictures.  You’ll see Pikes Peak in the back-
ground of one and the other two give an idea of how close our Memorial will be to the flag pole with the American and POW flags.   
 So, I ask that you all help spread the word and that you help us make this Memorial one worthy of the heroic men it will 
honor.  Early donations are especially appreciated as we have lots of granite to buy.   Jimmie H. Butler, Nail 59/12 
 
INDONESIAN AIR FORCE GROUNDS OV-10 BRONCO FLEET, Wed, 25 Jul '07.  Action Follows Fatal Accident. In response to 
a fatal accident Monday, the Indonesian Air Force has grounded its remaining six OV-10 Bronco light attack aircraft. 
"All the Broncos will be grounded until we know the cause of the accident," Air Force Chief Air Marshall Herman Prayitno told 
reporters. 
 One of the Broncos went down shortly after taking off from the Abdurahman Saleh Airport on a routine training flight Mon-
day in the East Java town of Malang killing one of the two pilots, according to China Xinhua News. "I heard an explosion before 
seeing one person jump out using a parachute," said a witness who identified himself as Gimin. "The plane then exploded again 
twice before falling to the ground." 
 Local media reports engine failure as being the cause of the accident. When asked if the Broncos would be replaced, Pray-
itno said "yes, there is such a plan." This is the second accident involving the Indonesian Air Force's Broncos. The previous one also 
went down in Malang and was said to have been due to bad weather. 
 Only a handful of countries still use the 1960s era, US-developed turboprops as part of their active fleets. 
 
VIETNAM ERA SONG CD IN THE WORKS.  Jim Seibold is producing 100 CD’s which will contain many of the popular in-
country songs of the Vietnam era. They should be available at the 2007 reunion. They really bring back the past. Jim has suggested 
that any profits should go to Cambodian Charities. More details to be published as they become known.    
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/CALENDAR :   
  
1) 2007Rustic Reunion:   18-21 Oct 2007: Ft Walton Beach, FL. 
2) 2007 OBA FACtober Fest  26-28 Oct 2007, Ft Worth, TX. 
3) 2008 Aussie FAC Reunion    23-28 April 08, Canberra, Australia. All U.S. FACs invited to participate  
4) 2008 All FAC Reunion  1-5 Oct 2008, Colorado Springs, CO. AF/Navy Football game 4 Oct.     
  
 CLINT MURPHY’S MOTHER PASSES.  We regret to inform you that Mrs. Gwendolyn Murphy passed away on Friday, 17 
Aug. She had been at a nursing home since last November. Her obituary was in the 8/20/07 St Louis paper. Her wake was held on 
Wed, 22 Aug, 4-8 pm, at the Kriegshauser West Chapel on Olive Blvd, St Louis MO. Her interment ceremony was at the Jefferson 
Barracks Cemetery (where son, Clint, was buried) on Thursday, 23 Aug. She was a dear lady to many.  
 
LETTERS TO THE RUSTICS: 
   
From Don Ellis. My summer is going well.  It gets slow at work but my wife takes over the summer schedule since she teaches 
school.  She keeps me real busy.  We are heading to St. Petersburg tomorrow for vacation.  Actually some of the things that I am 
involved in fills a lot of the summer schedule.  I am chairman of the board of our local hospital.  Through that I got elected as a board 
member of the South Carolina Hospital Association.  We have bi-monthly board meetings during the year, but during the summer I 
go to two three-day trips because of this board.  This year both of those meetings are in or around Charleston.  Last year one of the 
meetings was in Hilton Head.  It’s a tough life, but someone has to do it.  My wife loves these trips.  She can find places to shop no 
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matter where we are. 
 I trust that your surgery went well and you are a good ways down the re-
covery road. 
 I look forward to the reunion.      Don  
 
From Dick Roberds. A few of us 0-2A people got together on Sunday, 16 June, at 
the "Fantasy of Flight" museum just outside Lakeland, FL.  I took a few pictures. 
Here is a group picture (top to bottom):  
 
Marcy and Dick  
Judy and Jack Strickland  
Sue and Dave DeKoker  
Jan and Don Dorr   
 
From Ron Dandeneau. Claude et al.  Rosemary and I will attending the Reunion in 
October.  My son, TSgt Joseph Dandeneau, will be returning to Hurlburt AB from 
Ballad AB, Iraq the week before and we will be bringing him to the Banquet on 
Saturday night.   
  
Ron, we look forward to seeing you and Rosemary again and meeting your 
son.  
 
From Kristen Norman, daughter of Doug Norman  
My father was a Rustic, I believe his call name was something like Rustic Mike, his 
real name is Doug Norman. As you may know, he is deceased. I don’t know much about what he did, but I do know that some-
one working for you, but is not a Rustic in the sense that was part of that mission, I don’t know his name off the top of my head, 
but I have a letter from him at home, is looking for myself and my mother in regards to the reunion. I would really like to get to 
know about what he did and who he was in those days. He didn’t tell us a lot, my mother knows as much as I do, but I remember 
as a kid all of the Rustic memorabilia on his walls. I believe we still have all of it, some jackets, hats, medals and some other 
things. I’ll have to dig thru my mother’s garage.  
Coincidentally, I work with one of the other Rustics, I did not know of it until now, and I’m sure he didn’t know about my father, 
but Mr. Gil Bellefeuille , Rustic T, is a P.I. working with my company.  
If you can give me more information regarding the Rustics and the reunion, that will be great. The gentleman who wrote us said 
they would like for my mother and I to come. I don’t know if my mother 
will, but I would love to try. I thought you might also like to know that, in 
addition to myself, my father has a son, 22, Carl A. D. Norman, who is a 
corpsmen station in Iraq currently, and a stepdaughter, Jolie, 38.                              
Thank you so much for your time,         Kristen 

 
From Kristen Norman to Mr. [Lendy] Edwards, 
Thank you for getting back to me. It was a surprise to me, as well, to learn 
about the importance and secrecy of my dad’s career with the USAF, al-
though, with the career path he took afterwards, into the CIA, it shouldn’t 
have been. I have to write Mr. Allison and apologize for my mother not 
responding, I only learned of his contact with her on the 4th. I believe she 
may have been taken aback, a little shocked, and definitely wary. The con-
tact was very sudden and out of the blue. It was extremely hard for my 
mother when my father passed, and she was probably also a little over-
whelmed. None of us knew about his career in the USAF, not even my 
mother. She actually told me once she thinks he was a “desk jockey.” How 
wrong she was! 
 Do you know anything more about my dad’s position with the 
Rustics, besides being an interpreter? What was his rank then, and what 
years did he fly? Was his call sign actually Rustic Mike? He never told us, 
but I recall him having a hat and jacket with that name/logo emblazoned on 
it. This is so incredibly interesting to me. I’ll have to go online and get a 
copy of the book soon. There is a great sense of pride knowing that my 
father had such an important role in such an important mission. I spoke 
with Gil yesterday, he said he believes he flew with my father, but he keeps Doug Norman 



confusing him with another man he flew with. He did say he is pretty sure he was an interpreter. This is very exciting, my 
brother, in particular, is going to be ecstatic to learn about this. He actually comes back from Iraq in September, I’m sure 
he would want to come to the reunion as well. 
 If there is anything you or Mr. Newland would like to know about my dad, after his time with the Rustics, just ask. 
I read your newsletter, if you would like to make an update about him in it, let me know what you need to know. There are, 
of course, some things I cannot tell you and a lot that I do not know about his career with the CIA, but I will tell you as 
much as I can. Could you provide me with an email address for Mr. Allison so that I may give him thanks and apologize? 
Thank you so much!      Very Sincerely, Kirsten Norman 
 
From Barbara Dahlberg, younger sister of Doug Norman, 
Hi Roger [Hamann], I'm Doug's "kid" sister Barbara.  My niece Kirsten makes sure mom and I are kept "in the loop" on 
what's happening and she forwarded us all the emails, websites and 18 pages of the book about the Rustics. 
 
As soon as I started reading everything (I stayed up way past midnight after I got the call from my mom about the email) so 
much of the information came flooding back into my memory.  I remember when Doug told me he had to brush up on his 
French, now I know why.  As soon as I saw the word Rustics I remembered his call name, Mike.  I'm going to look in the 
attic to see if I kept the letters I received from Doug while he was in Nam.  Of course, being a teenager at the time I wasn't 
really in tune with the politics of the day so a lot of what he wrote to me was way over my head, I'm sorry to say.  Now I 
can't seem to get enough info on what my brother accomplished.  He was my idol in many ways, even though our brother/
sister relationship was a typical battle zone - see he was well prepared from an early age;-)  Mom said my first words were, 
"Dala" when he walked into my room - sweet. 
 
I've read the info on the reunion and would love to attend with my husband.  We live in Palmetto FL which is halfway be-
tween St. Petersburg, Tampa, and Sarasota.  Mom lives in Gulfport FL which is just outside St. Pete.  She probably would-
n't make the trip with us, but I will urge her to go with.  I just heard from Kirsten this morning and she said Duke may be 
home in Sept. from Iraq, a month earlier than anticipated.  Maybe Washington is anticipating the withdrawal???  Duke is a 
combat medic attached to a marine unit.  As I ask everyone I talk to about Duke, please pray for his safe return.  Kirsten 
also mentioned maybe Duke would be able to attend the reunion.  He celebrates his 23rd birthday on Oct. 18. 
 
Well, I should stop rambling since you're probably reading this at work.  I sent an email to Lendy also.  
I look forward to hearing from you.  I'll follow the directions in the newsletter to make our reservations. 
For your records my home phone is 941-729-3843. Feel free to call anytime.      Regards, Barb 
 
Barbara, her husband, Kristen + Guest  plan to attend the Oct reunion. We look forward to meeting them.    
 
From Barbara Dahlberg,  
 
Hi All, several of you have asked about Missue.  I remember 
Doug talking about a dog and that he was trying to get it 
stateside. (Kirsten has a pic of an adorable puppy laying on 
one of Doug's caps.) Unfortunately he wasn't able to make it 
happen.  The cost of the required quarantine was too expen-
sive, if I remember right.  He said he left the dog with one of 
your Mommasans – if I’m remembering that right.  Wish this 
could have had a "lassie" ending:-( 
 
I really enjoyed the pics and hope that Ned or Doug can get 
them from Kirsten to scan.  I'd love to see them, too.   
 
I'm so proud of Kirsten getting this whole thing rolling. Good 
job sweetie! And thanks to Kent and Lendy for their tena-
cious efforts in finding us.  Mom and I have enjoyed every-
thing that's come across our emails!   
 
I'm attaching some documents that I think you will appreciate.  They're condolence letters that Linda received, an award 
Doug received posthumously from the Dept. of Defense and the poster they put up in the entrance to the office building 
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where he worked.  He also received a letter of gratitude from President Clinton, but I didn't have a loose copy of that. 
Linda had beautiful presentation pieces made for me and my mom with the letter from Clinton and the DOD award 
on either side of a pic of Doug that she took when she worked at Olan Mills. The bagpiper played at the funeral and I under-
stand is quite famous in the DC area. 
 
Doug acquired a love for the bagpipes while tending bar in Alexandria Va., at a Restaurant/Bar called Ireland's Own.  This 
was where Doug and Linda had their wedding reception and I enjoyed many hours there myself.   
 
I think some, if not all, of you know Doug had a military funeral at Quantico with color guard and a 21 gun salute.  He would 
have loved that.  He also would have loved all the traffic police on duty blocking cross traffic for the procession to the ceme-
tery and the police escorts.  The military funeral was arranged thanks to the efforts of Doug's son-in-law Curtiss Weinstein, 
who's married to Doug's step-daughter Jolie, and his boss from the Cooperative Threat Reduction Program.  I can't remember 
his name. 
 
I also included a picture of Doug's son, Duke, aka Carl Arthur Douglas.   He's currently serving in Iraq as a combat medic 
attached to a Marine unit.  I'll let Kirsten post a pic of herself.  But I will say this, she's adorable.  Thanks for indulging a very 
proud Aunt! 
 
It's been great corresponding with all of you and I look forward to many more emails until we meet in October.  Regards, 
Barb 
 
From Paul Lee, Rustic Alpha, to Lendy Edwards 
 
Hi.  I found your Rustic page and thought I'd write.  I was a radio operator 
assigned to the 19th Tass from 1970-71.  I was initially assigned to the 25th 
Inf Div at Cu Chi (Issue 30 & Issue Control) and from Cu Chi I volunteered 
for a stint up on Nui Ba Den when we went into Cambodia in 1970.  We took 
a jeep into Bien Hoa city to the III DASC compound and waited for a chopper 
to take us up.  I was assigned with one other radio operator and a radio mainte-
nance type and my call sign there was Rustic Alpha.  As I remember it, it was 
a relay station from Bien Hoa to the FACs flying in support of the troops en-
tering Cambodia.  I was supposed to be on that mountain only a week but 
ended up closer to three weeks because the choppers would get ground fire 
when trying to come and get us.  I remember the Army chow hall started to 
run out of essentials and all they had left was steak.  ;-)  We ate steak morning 
noon and night.  Lots of memories and I have a few pics too.  Later assigned 
to Bearcat RTAVF (Long Than) with the Rake FACs (Rake 20) until I left in 
Apr 71.          Regards, Paul Lee, Montgomery, AL   Paul3130@aol.com  
 
From Paul Lee.  
Hi Claude!  Your name is vaguely familiar but that was a long time ago.  I was 
over at the 3rd Brigade (Issue 30) initially while at Cu Chi then spent a few 
months at Division with Issue Control, mostly night shift, as things started to close up.  I was 20 years old then and, being 6'6", 
tried to keep as low of a profile as possible. ;-)  After Cu Chi I moved on to the Rake FACs at Bearcat which was the only Thai 
army base in Vietnam.  I've attached the Issue group pic which you may have seen already.  Are you on this one?  I remember, 
being so young at the time, I used to quiver in my boots when LtCol  Dorrah (Issue 01) used to get on the radio.  He always 
wanted his clearances yesterday. (LOL)  However, I used to get even with him when we would have a gathering at the officers 
hutch and he wanted to arm wrestle.  I need to copy all of my old 'nam pics because they're starting to fade away.  I spent 22 
years in the Air Force and always told people "it might sound strange but the best year I had was in Vietnam."  There was so 
much going on in that year every day was an experience to remember, both good and bad.  Were you there when the donut 
dolly was murdered next door to the officers hutch? 
 
There was another radio operator with me at Rustic Alpha but I can't remember who it was but he wasn't from Cu Chi like my-
self and Larry Ward  (radio maintenance type).  The highlight of my mountain tour was watching an Arclight mission just 
over the border in Cambodia.  I could see the jungle exploding in the distance and could feel the vibration and hear the distant 
thunder.  Never did hear the planes though. Good too hear from you!           Paul Lee 
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From Paul Lee:  
 
 Thanks for the email!  Fort Walton's not all that far from me so it might be a good idea to attend [reunion.]  I'd love to hear 
some stories anyway.  ;-)  
 
I was looking through my photo album and thinking I need to scan these before they fade away.  I do have some of Nui Ba 
Den I took when I was up there and also a few from the different sites I was at.  I've attached two pics just to see if you can 
identify what they are.  I took the pictures over at Long Than airfield which was just down the road from Bearcat where I was 
stationed.  Our Rake FACs used that runway too.  I was told not to take pics of this aircraft but that just gave me some impetus 
to do just that.  ;-)  This thing was flown by Army guys and could fly 50ft over your head and you couldn't hardly hear it.  It 
had a wooden six blade prop.  Some time after Vietnam I heard these aircraft were being used by the FBI in California to con-
duct stealth like missions at night.  I believe they might have one at the Puma Air Museum in Tuscon, AZ but not sure.      
Anyway, good to hear from you.  Paul 
 
From Doug Robertson,  
 
Lendy, Paul [Lee] was there about a year before myself. He left in Apr 71 and I arrived Aug 71. I was originally assigned to 
the 19th at Bien Hoa but it had been de-activated and was taken over by the 21st TASS when  I arrived in country. I spent a 
couple weeks at Phan Rang before coming back to Bien Hoa at Rustic Control and Rustic Alpha which as you know was taken 
over by the 23rd TASS in spring of 72 when the 504th TASGp was de-activated at Tan Son Nhut. I was TDY from TSN until 
the change and then transfered to the 23rd in April 72 I think it was.  
    I'm not sure when Paul went to Radio school but I was at Keesler for Hurricane Camille in August 1969 and gradu-
ated from school in Nov 69, and spent about a year and a half in Cheyenne at FE Warren AFB after that before my SEA tour. 
I'd love to see Pauls pictures of NBD. 
 Reunion is still up in the air at this time.  Doug Robertson, Rustic Radio 71-72, 21st & 23rd TASS 
  
From Don Mercer, 28 Aug, 
  
I took a much needed day off and ran down to the Outer Banks late Friday 
night for a 3:45 AM wake up call.  We had lines in before 7 AM some 36 
miles off shore. 
  
Take a look at three of the pix we took while fishing on the 50' charter boat 
Hoo Dini this past Saturday on the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  We 
caught two white marlin.  I took the first and third pix while Cheerie 
[daughter] took the middle one.  We had the three girls, one of their boy-
friends, and my roommate from pilot training.  Noreen sat this one out as she 
went out with us tuna fishing back in March when we each caught a 35-40 
pound yellowfin tuna. 
  
Noreen doesn't like to get out of sight of land so that trip was a real stretch 
for her.  Of course, when she noted her concern to the captain in March while 
off shore some 35 miles, he said that we'd never be out of sight of land.  His 
suggestion to her - look over the side of the boat, and 900 feet down, there's 
land.  She was not comforted by his observation, but I sure liked his sense of 
humor.  
  
It was a short trip as we had dinner and headed back that evening.   
  
As soon as I get soft back of Bill's book, I'll review it and send it to you, Jim 
[Gabel].  Hazel Que said that we could place the order for hard backs as 
soon as I give the go ahead, as you normally have to wait till the book is 
available for sale.  Thus, she's allowing us to place the order pending publica-
tion which should cut off a few more days in the production proc-
ess.            Don Mercer  
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2007 REUNION REGISTRATION FORM 
18-21 Oct, 2007 

 
Please print all information and return with payment NLT 1 Oct, 2007.  
Name_________________________________________ Nickname (for name tag) ____________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________ City ____________________________State _____Zip_______ 
Telephone (_____)__________________E Mail _____________________________________ FAX (____)_________________ 
Spouse/Guest Name__________________________________ Nickname (for name tag) ________________________________ 
Rustic/Other Call Sign_____________________________ Rustic Dates: Month _________Yr ____to Month ________ Yr ____ 
What day and time do you plan to arrive at the reunion?  Wed. _____ Thurs._____ Fri. _______Sat.________ 
Approx. time of day: _____________________ Coming by:   Car _____ Air ______ (Flight Number________________) 
   I’m arriving at the following airport: Okaloosa County Regional. Airport _____ Pensacola Regional Airport _______  
If unaccompanied, would you be interested in sharing a room/expenses with another Rustic? Yes _______No _______ 
Do you or your guest require any special assistance while at the reunion? Please Specify: _____________________________  
 I’m willing to help man the Rustic Hootch for a couple of hours.   Yes ____  
 I/we will be attending the pre-party at the Newland’s House on Wed, 17 Oct  Yes ____  
 I will bring memorabilia for display in the FAC Hootch.    Yes ____  
 I will not be attending the reunion, but would like the items ordered below mailed to me.         ____  
 
Please mail completed Registration Form and check (payable to: "Rustics") NLT 1 Sep 2007 to:  Lendy Edwards, 11 Poplar Ave, Shali-
mar, FL 32579   

REGISTRATION FEES 
                                   

                              Cost:      Number:                         Subtotal:  
Registration Fee: $35 for each Rustic; $25 per Guest                      $35 / $25        x ________               =  $________ 
        (Not required if only attending just the Sat. night Reunion Banquet.) 
 Includes “Welcome Dinner”, Thurs, 18 Oct, at FAC Hootch.   
Charter Bus Trip to Pensacola Naval Air Museum, Fri, 19 Oct, $40.00             x ________        =     $________ 
 Includes Bus, Lunch, and I Max Theater.  (Delete $8.00 if no I Max Show desired) 
 Please select your choice of I Max Theater shows:   
 _____ Hurricane On The Bayou (Experience the power of Hurricane Katrina) 
 _____ Magic of Flight (fly with the Blue Angels) 
 _____ Fighter Pilot (Experience “Red Flag” flying at Nellis AFB) 
  Please select your choice of sandwich or salad lunch entrée: (lunch includes entrée, chips, pickle spear, drink, and tip)  
      Sandwich entrees:         
      Aviator’s Choice: ___ Roast Beef  ___ Turkey or ____ Ham  /w lettuce and  tomato on freshly baked wheat bread. 
      ____  Mach I: Shredded pulled pork, seasoned w/ a mild barbeque sauce loaded on a Kaiser roll.  
      ____  Buster: Marinated steak smothered in roasted red & green bell peppers, onions w/ Swiss cheese grilled the panini   
                             way. Bistro sauce to dip. 
     Pita Pilot: ___ Seasoned chicken breast or ___ Marinated steak w/ lettuce, diced tomato, chopped green onion, shredded   
               cheddar & our special ranch sauce; wrapped in warm pita bread. 
     Salad entrees: 
     ____ Cajun Chicken Breast.  Cajun seasoned chicken , tomato wedges, bell pepper rings, cherry pepper, celery & carrot   
              sticks served over a bed of our fresh garden salad w/ honey mustard dressing.        
    ____ Chef Salad. Strips of ham, smoked turkey, carrot sticks, eggs slices & tomato wedges over a fresh garden salad.  
    ____ Pacific Salad. Teriyaki chicken, pineapple & Mandarin oranges on a bed of mixed greens, w/ Asian Sesame                
dressing.  
 Please select your choice of drink:   ____ Tea   ____ Water   ____ Diet Coke   ____ Coke  ____ Sprite  ____ Coffee 
     
½ Day Fishing Tri p, Sat , 20 Oct. Bottom Fishing (optional)          $60                 x_______                  =    $ _______ 
Golf Tournament: Sat. am, 20 Oct. (Green Fee, Cart and Prizes)     $35                x _______                  =   $________    
 “Reserve” me the following clubs: Standard ($7.50 ) ___  Ping ($25) ___ (Pay when you play)  
Reunion Banquet, Sat. pm, 20 Oct:                                        $48.00           x _______                  =   $________ 
Farewell Breakfast, Ramada: Sun am, 21 Oct (optional)          $13.00           x _______          =   $________         
Contribution to Cambodian Reunion Guest Fund (Tax deductible):     $ ________ 
Contribution to Cambodian Charity Fund (Tax deductible):     $ ________ 
Reunion Memorabilia Items:  
         You can pick them up at the reunion (or have them shipped to you if you are not coming.) 
        
White Polo Shirt:   Men’s Large   ___  Men’s  X Large      ___    $ 27.00 ea        x  ________                 =    $________ 
Ladies Med. ___Ladies Large   ___      Ladies X Large       ___    $ 27.00 ea         x ________               =    $________             
                           Men’s XX Large  ___  Men’s  XXX Large ___   $ 29.00 ea         x  ________            =   $________ 
                           Ladies XX Large ___ Ladies XXX Large   ___   $ 29.00 ea         x  ________                 =    $________ 
(Same Shirt as 2005 Reunion; Shirt front will have Reunion Logo over heart) 
Baseball Caps:   Maroon with “RUSTIC” and ‘Reconnaissance Armee’, Crossed  flags on the side. 
                                                                                                         $ 10.00          x   _______                  =    $_________ 
Shipping costs if not attending reunion: Hat: $2.50 Shirt: $3.00 Hat & Shirt: $3.50 x  ______                  = $ ________ 
           Total: $_________  
 



 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2008 Membership Renewal Form   
 

Please renew my Rustic FAC Association membership. I’d like to stay in touch with my Rustic buddies, continue receiving 
the Rustic newsletter, and help support efforts to promote Rustic camaraderie, future reunions, and history projects. En-
closed are my 2008 dues.                                 
Name: ________________________________________________________ Spouses name: _____________________ 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________________ State: ______ ZIP: __________ Telephone (           ) _____-_________ 
E Mail Address: ___________________________________   Rustic Call Sign: ________________________                       
  

 Amount Enclosed: 
2008 Annual Dues of $20.00           $ _____________  
Lifetime Membership in the Rustic FAC Association:                                    

Age:            Lifetime Membership Rates: 
 55 & younger    $ 250                             
 56-60   $ 225 
 61-65   $ 200 
 66-or older   $ 175 
 My age is: ___________      $ _____________ 
 
2007  Tax Deductible Contribution to Cambodian Charities    $ _____________ 
2007 Tax Deductible Contribution to Kompong Cham Orphanage  $ _____________  

                                                          Total Amount Enclosed:    $ _____________ 
 
Please make check payable to ‘Rustics’ and mail to:  Lendy Edwards, 11 Poplar Ave, Shalimar, FL 32579   

 
 


